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Dear Graduates of the Class of 2017:

Well, that went fast.

What exactly went fast?  The past four years.  Actually, 
the past nine years.  Looking back, it seems to me that 
the ratio of actual years to perceived years is some-
where around 2:1.  After all, it feels like only four years 
ago I showed up for my first day as principal of CHS. 
But it was really August 1, 2008. And, while it seems 
like it has only been a couple of years since your fresh-
man orientation, the calendar does not lie: we first wel-
comed you to CHS on August 29, 2013.

Take this lesson with you heading into your post-high 
school years: Those hours in class, at practice, and at 
work quickly add up to days and, before you know it, 
those days add up to years!  So, as you make the tran-
sition into adulthood, make sure to make every mo-
ment count.  

Be sure to take a strong sense of accomplishment with 
you, as well.  I am obviously biased, but I think you are 
graduating from one of the finest high schools in the 
State of Washington. The Class of 2017 has helped to 
make that happen. Your varied contributions and lead-
ership have helped us maintain a positive, inclusive cli-
mate on campus as well as attain new heights in aca-
demics, activities, and athletics.  Since your freshman 
year, CHS has added nearly 400 students. We have 
also added an impressive number of 4A titles to our 
record books and trophy cabinets.  (I included “4A” be-
cause when you arrived at CHS we had just completed 
our inaugural year in the 4A classification.) 

I will recount many of CHS’ awards and accomplish-
ments in my graduation remarks. When I do, am I im-
plying that you are responsible for all of these success-
es?  Well, no and yes:  “no” because the credit for our 
achievements needs to be shared across Grades 9-12, 
but “yes” because there is no doubt that you have led 
the way. Your modeling, your spirit, and your victories, 
projects, and internships have helped to promote a 
culture of high expectations on our campus this year 
that has pushed our underclassmen to aim higher 
than they might have otherwise.  As a result, your se-
nior year has been a year of memories – in athletics, in 
community service, in band, choir, and theater, in art, 

DECA, Robotics, Science Olympiad…

We have also experienced some tough times. But we 
have followed the old adage: “Just as a joy shared is a 
joy doubled, a sorrow shared is often a sorrow halved.” 
We have pulled together and, as a result, we have been 
able to pull through the low points.

It is important for me to mention the duality of your 
high school years because, while I am often the one 
who acknowledges the good times and offers encour-
agement with a “Go Papermakers!” I am well aware 
that it is a collection of “personal best” and “person-
al worst” performances that have brought you to this 
point.  Each of you has encountered difficulties and 
disappointments, but you have navigated through 
these challenges en route to graduation.  Every one 
of these challenges required some level of triumph – a 
triumph that may be every bit as significant as those 
we measure through competition, data, and rankings. 
So keep in mind that just because we cannot always 
quantify our personal struggles does not mean they 
are not worthy of celebration.  They are. So, for clear-
ing 13 years’ worth of hurdles: congratulations! I hope 
you leave CHS with the confidence to stare down any 
and all challenges you face in the future.

It has been an honor to serve as your principal during 
the past - and fast! - 714 school days. (Yes. I deducted 
May 26 for most of you.) I have truly enjoyed witness-
ing how much you have grown since August 2013, and 
that enjoyment is equaled only by my excitement to 
see what will you do and where you will go in the years 
ahead. 

 

Go Papermakers!

LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Steve Marshall
Principal

Camas High School
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Jeff Snell
Superintendent

Camas School District

LETTERS
FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
Seniors,

You are heading out into a world of op-
portunity and uncertainty. Like seniors 
who graduated before, you may be won-
dering what life will look like after high 
school. It’s challenging to predict in this 
fast-paced, ever-changing world. I love Dr. 
King’s definition of faith because I think it’s 
a great way to describe this struggle. It’s 
about taking a step and climbing forward 
even though you can’t see the entire stair-
case or even know where the staircase 
might lead. There are all kinds of faith that 
inspire and comfort us. The type of faith 
I think is critical to taking that first step is 
faith in yourself.

In my 43 years of life, one of the most im-
portant lessons I’ve learned is to believe 
in myself. It’s easier said than done. It’s a 
lesson I have to relearn every day as new 
challenges come my way, and I feel the 
pressure of trying to deliver and be able 
to make a difference for others. I wonder 
if I’m capable, if I’m the right person at the 
right time to meet the challenge. I often 
think about people who believe in me to 
help find my faith. I go back to previous 
experiences where I was able to perse-
vere to help find my faith. I take a deep 
breath and take a first step.

Camas is full of people who believe in you. 
Your teachers could see a future for you, 
even when you sometimes couldn’t. Your 
family has tried to support you through-
out your journey. At times it might have 

felt like you were all alone. Friends and 
other students have walked along side of 
you in the halls, and they’ve felt the same 
things: fear, happiness, anger, excite-
ment, frustration… it goes on and on. You 
are never alone. Someone is experiencing 
similar things and feeling like you do, and 
there is always someone who believes in 
you. 

As a senior, you’ve had similar experienc-
es. You’ve been able to learn from amaz-
ing staff. You’ve been supported by a com-
munity that cares about you. You’ve been 
able to work with other students who are 
as unique and talented as you are. AND 
you’ve made it to graduation. Believe in 
yourself. You have the knowledge and 
skills to go out in the world and make a 
difference. When you face challenges and 
it feels like you’re all alone think back to 
your time in the Camas School District.
You are not alone, and you will make it 
because you are strong. Have a little faith 
and take on that first step. You are a Pa-
permaker.
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Dear Class of 2017, 

We’ve made it to graduation despite all the procrasti-
nation and the cram studying. These four years have 
flown by, and they haven’t been easy. I hope you 
learned lessons along the way to help you in the next 
chapter of your lives. 

While it’s exciting to be moving on and starting fresh, 
remember these past four years as the ones that 
shaped who you are. All your friends, all your teach-
ers, and all your parents are proud of what you have 
accomplished. 

Remember the first time you walked into the school: 
it was huge and maze-like, thinking you’d never know 
your way around. But look at you now, walking through 
the halls without even looking. Remember the sporting 
events, plays, and competitions you attended. Remem-
ber the friends who stuck by your side all these years. 

Before you receive your diploma and take those final 
steps as a Papermaker, remember these moments. 
Remember to thank your teachers; when you sit down 

in your first college class, you’ll be thankful they were 
tough on you. Thank your parents; it’s not easy work 
raising a teenager. Thank your friends for their love 
and support. 

As J. K Rowling said: “It is impossible to live without failing 
at something, unless you live so cautiously that you might 
as well not have lived at all - in which case, you fail by 
default.“

Don’t be afraid to fail - whatever you decide to do, 
strive to be the best 
version. Go out into 
the world and do mar-
velous things. And al-
ways remember: once 
a Papermaker, always a 
Papermaker.

FROM THE ASB PRESIDENT

Emma Jones
ASB President

Class of 2017

FROM THE SENIOR CLASS PRESIDENT

Nkem Aduka
Senior Class President

Class of 2017

It has been awesome being your senior class president 
this year! Our class is LEGENDARY, and I am proud to 
say I am a part of the Class of 2017. From state cham-
pionships to award-winning theatre performances, se-
niors have been apart of it all. I truly believe we are 
the most EPIC class to graduate from CHS. I hope we 
carry these accolades with us as we go out into the real 
world and create even more of them. 

I want to remind you of our class quote, “If opportu-
nity doesn’t knock, build a door” - Milton Berle. Many 
of us have already built doors for ourselves, but don’t 
stop now. Opportunities won’t always come knocking 
at your door; you have to take initiative and build some 
doors of your own because there won’t always be peo-
ple there to help. You are the only one who can stand 
in the way of your dreams. Believe in your capabilities! 
Believe in yourself! Be true to yourself! Be proud of 
yourself! Never forget your origins! Call your family!

I’m sure it will take a while for everything to sink in, but 
we are truly lucky to have graduated from CHS. After all 

the years of getting laughed at for being a Papermaker, 
turning in papers at 11:58pm, leaving your house at 
the last minute and hoping to walk in as the bell rings, 
we are finally done! 

As we prepare to leave, remember: not only are we the 
Papermakers, but we are the HISTORYmakers. Thank 
you Class of 2017, it has been an awesome four years 
with you guys, and I will miss you for sure! (Catch me 
crying at graduation). Don’t be afraid to stay connected 
and say ‘hi’ every once 
in a while! I wish you 
luck for the future!  
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Success puts it mildly: multiple 
state titles, broken records, a pleth-
ora of “firsts” - students brought 
their A-game this year, each month 
hosting at least one or more major 
event or record. Our year was de-
fined by victory and defeat, joy and 
pain, competition and unity - as the 
days and weeks ticked by, we were 
fortunate to see more laughs than 
we did tears.

September may have been the end 
of the summer, but it was also the 
beginning of a school year where 
the freshmen pioneer 1:World - a 
district program bringing Chrome-
books to students. 

October saw Camas Volleyball 
reach regionals and the inclusion 
of freshman Emma Villaluz on Var-
sity.

November was unforgettable as 
football and girls’ soccer earned 
state titles within weeks of each 
other, breaking several records 
during their season. Yacine Guer-
mali took an individual state title for 
cross country as well. The Camas 
Drama Department also presented 
Twelfth Night, the Shakespearean 
comedy.

December brought a well-deserved 
break students needed after the 
first few months of school. The 
snow helped to bring about the 
winter spirit but caused problems 
for roads and school days.

January and February went by in a 
blur as snow days added up to an 
astonishing ten days, prompting 
worry over pushing back gradu-
ation and revising the end of the 
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OUR YEAR
WHERE WE’VE BEEN AND WHAT WE’VE SEEN

Welcome back 
to school! Soccer 
& football begin 

their undefeated 
season.

S
E
P

New year, new 
snow. Ten days 
of snow and ice 

paralyze the 
district and the 

city.

J
A
N

Celebrations 
for fall athletes 

commence. Winter 
Break and snow 

days take us into 
the new year.

D
E
C

2016 Election, 
Football State, 

Girl’s Soccer State, 
Yacine Guermali 

State Title.

N
O
V

Volleyball reaches 
regionals and 

drama tackled 
cancer, producing 

Chemo Girl and 
Other Plays.

O
C
T
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school year to be the 26th of June!

March gave back with National Honor 
Society running a blood drive that saw 
more than 100 students donate. Stu-
dents also traveled across the globe to 
help build basketball courts in Nicara-
gua.

April was busy with Oregon Relays 
victories, Great Gatsby Prom, and 
preparing for the ominous AP tests. 
Robotics traveled to Houston for their 
international competition where they 
came away as quarter finalists. April 
the Giraffe also gave birth... finally!

May ought to be renamed ‘Test Month’ 
with APs, SATs, ACTs, SBAs, and a 
handful of other tests being adminis-
tered. Students studied and crammed 
and bubbled in all the right answers, 
ready to end the school year after a 
string of 80 degree days on summer 
vibes. DECA traveled to Anaheim for 
their international competition where 

several members placed in the final 
rounds.

June... we’ve arrived! Graduation, finals 
week, those extra ten makeup days, 
clearing out lockers, burning binders, 
signing yearbooks, and enjoying the 
sun. After a long year, students are 
excited to begin summer and seniors 
are ready to graduate and begin their 
independent lives at college, in the 
workforce, military, or travel abroad.

Our year has been fun, exciting, 
page-turning, surprising, thoughtful, 
collaborative, unifying, and loving. We 
have worked together and support-
ed one another through this year and 
made it ours to remember. 2016-17 
has been memorable, record-setting, 
and enjoyable thanks to everyone 
who made it that way. Here’s to 2017-
18 being just as great as our year! 

Written by Cassidy Andrews, Editor
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More snow... 
Everyone worries 
about graudation 

and losing summer 
vacation.

F
E
B

Graduation! 
Seniors tearfully 

and excitedly 
throw their caps 

in the air ready to 
begin “adulting.”

J
U
N

Tests are:
A)  Stressful

B) Time consuming
C) Tiresome

D) Enemy #1
Here’s to testing!

M
A
Y

Spring sports 
continue with 

Oregon Relays 
and Prom’s classy 

Great Gatsby 
theme succeeds.

A
P
R

Students give back 
to communities 

near and far 
through NHS 
Blood Drive, 

Courts 4 Kids.

M
A
R
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BY THE NUMBERS:
YEAR OF 2016-17

#1 TEAMS 5 STATE TITLES*

10 SNOW DAYS

GIRLS’ CROSS COUNTRY 
 #1 League, District; #2 State

BOYS’ CROSS COUNTRY 
 #1 League, District

DANCE 
 #1 District (Hip Hop/Dance) category

FOOTBALL 
 #1 League, State

GIRLS’ SOCCER 
 #1 League, District, State

GIRLS’ SLOW PITCH 
 #1 League, District

GIRLS’ SWIMMING 
 #1 League

VOLLEYBALL 
 #1 League

GYMNASTICS 
 #1 League, District; #2 State

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
 #1 League; *1st trip to Tacoma Dome

BOYS ‘SWIMMING 
 #1 League, District, State

MOCK TRIAL 
 #1 District

SCIENCE OLYMPIAD 
 #1 Region

*GATORADE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR 
 Jack Colletto

BOYS’ CROSS COUNTRY 
 Yacine Guermali

WRESTLING 
 Dylan Ingram

BOYS’ SWIMMING 
 Tom Utas 
 Mark Kim

200M Relay - Mark Kim, Eric Wu, 
Jaden Kim, Tom Utas

plagued the city and the school calendar, 
adding several days to the end

*Individuals
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53 CLUBS

66 YEARS

216 PINTS

1,627 POUNDS
of plastic bags collected and recycled by 
Green Team

of volunteer service via National Honor Soci-
ety and Leadership members combined

1,940 HOURS

collected during Hoops for Pink night

2,597 DOLL ARS

of food donated during Stuff the Bus

29,360 POUNDS

Counselor Donna Cooper has worked for the 
Camas School District

of blood donated at National Honor Society 
blood drives

Photos by Katie Blair
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AFTER THE STORM
PROMOTING ACCEPTANCE AFTER A WHIRLWIND ELECTION

The 2016 Presidential election rocked the United 
States, leaving many feeling hopeless, fearful, excited, 
or perhaps confused. No matter what emotion each 
American experienced, it seems as though everyone 
has a comment on what happened; citizens across the 
country, and here in Camas, felt the need to express 
their feelings about the outcome in some way or an-
other. For some, this meant protesting. For others, 
heated in-person and online debates ensued; howev-
er, most Americans can agree that the need for a uni-
fied country is a necessity. The nation truly is stronger 
together.

In an effort to promote acceptance and harmony in 
this shared community of Camas High School, The Ca-
masonian put together ideas to bolster positivity and 
ensure all students in Camas feel as though their voic-

es are heard and can hopefully call CHS a safe place to 
freely express their ideas.

AGREE TO DISAGREE: There is absolutely nothing 
wrong with a polite and respectful concession to dis-
agree with another. This displays mature thought and 
an ability to concede and consider other positions 
without potentially shifting beliefs or opinions. Chal-
lenge the conversation and look for a place of com-
mon ground that unifies rather than divides.

BE OPEN MINDED: Despite holding firm beliefs, hear-
ing others explain opposite views and asking probing 
questions evokes dialogue that is thoughtful and more 
intellectually stimulating. Hearing why they hold their 
particular perspective allows for a better understand-
ing and ability to empathize with their reasoning.
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screaming. Choosing to refrain 
from using insults. Not posting 
hurtful comments will create an at-
mosphere of love and acceptance. 
Be weary of your decisions; they 
have consequences.

Hate is the strongest and most 
vicious emotions that mankind 
possesses. Love is the only way 
to combat hate - thus the saying: 
‘Love trumps Hate.’ 

America has endured a lot in its his-
tory: from the Revolutionary War, 
to the Civil War, to political wars. 
One thing is true of these conflicts, 
however: America always unites 
and stands together in perpetual 
support and unwavering reception 
of our differences.

So, watch a funny video, volunteer 
at the soup kitchen, march peace-
fully, organize your community, and 
do what your heart desires. Wher-
ever and whatever that is, strive to 
be a beacon of light in the world 
already so dim and dark; strive to 
cross the line into unity in a world 
already so divided. And remember 
the strongest unifier of all: laughter. 
Laughter brings everyone together 
- so check out the great Joe Biden 
memes out there.

The 2016 Presidential 
Election was a tough pill for 
many to swallow. Several 
CHS students took part 
in protests on either side 
of the political spectrum. 
The Camasonian takes a 
look at several methods of 
promoting acceptance and 
tolerance of ideas while 
unifying those perspectives. 
Check out the discussion 
online at camasonian.camas.
wednet.edu.

E
L
E
C
T
I
O
N

Everyone is allowed to believe as 
they choose; such is the beauty of 
the American democracy. Though 
universal agreement is impossible 
to achieve in every situation, uni-
versal acceptance is not, and we 
must all strive to accept others.

SELF ADVOCATE: It is important to 
stand up for your beliefs and per-
spectives because no one else will 
do it for you. It can be hard, but 
submitting opinion letters to open 
forums of collaboration, such as 
The Camasonian, can be a simple 
and peaceful form of self-advo-
cation. Peaceful protest is also a 
legal route to take. Remember to 
be open minded when opposers 
respond to your viewpoints.

EDUCATE: Though unappealing, 
becoming educated on the oppos-
ing viewpoint is an important as-
pect of political participation. Utilize 
reliable sources of information and 
use any newfound information to 
further develop sound arguments 
based on logic and reason.

POSITIVITY: Spread positivity. Do 
good. Stand up for minorities. Vol-
unteer and serve. Do not use your 
energy for hate and destruction.

SELF MONITOR: Hold your tongue 
in the moments you feel like 

WRITTEN BY
SOPHIE MURO, STAFF WRITER

FIND THIS STORY AND MORE AT CAMASONIAN.CAMAS.WEDNET.EDU

Photo by Trevor Hunt
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ACADEMICS 
INTEGRATED ARTS & ACADEMICS

Students take on art projects based on what they 
learn in their English classes. Some students tack-
led an art piece to represent an example of social 
injustice they have experienced. IAA projects also 
teach students necessary and non-artistic skills 
such as working in groups, interacting socially, 
public speaking, and many more.

Programs like IAA are crucial as many schools 
around the nation defund the arts. CHS takes a 
more progressive stance to protect the arts and 
allow students to develop their creative skills and 
achieve their visions. Art has consistently been 
proven to be extraordinarily beneficial to learning 
and knowledge. It will be incredible to see how IAA 
grows and progresses in the coming years. 

Written by Isabella Guirado, Staff Writer

Camas High School recently developed a program 
for those who are artistically inclined: the Integrat-
ed Arts and Academics program (IAA). Spearhead-
ed by Mrs. Mariotti, core studio and calligraphy 
teacher, this program allows students to learn re-
quired curriculum with an artistic twist using me-
diums such as dance, acting, literature, and visual 
arts. Currently, IAA is offered to freshmen, sopho-
mores, and juniors.

Allowing for academic and artistic skill develop-
ment, IAA students are given unique opportuni-
ties; cohorts of students focus on the arts that 
pertain most to them. For example, freshmen 
read the required readings of To Kill a Mocking-
bird, and Romeo and Juliet but were able to invite 
specialized mentors and local artists and authors 
to aid in the teaching of these pieces.

Photo by IAA
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MST MAGNET

Key Club and National Honor Society. In addition 
to science and technology related opportunities, 
students travel to Ashland, OR to experience the 
Shakespeare Festival, participate in overnighters 
at the high school, and organize other social and 
community-building events.

Magnet teaches students to think critically about 
their environment, develop testable questions, 
and carry out the research to prove their hypothe-
sis. Guest speakers such as Dr. Allison Coffin from 
WSU provide public speaking workshops with stu-
dents, helping them with their presentation skills. 
Throughout their four years, Magnet students de-
velop strength not only in the sciences, but in their 
own personal confidence.

Magnet, though sometimes an isolating experi-
ence in regards to the typical high school life, is 
an extremely rewarding and intensive program 
designed for students to succeed later in life, no 
matter what career path they choose. 

 
Written by Lauren Bjornsgard, Staff Writer

MST (Math-Science-Technology) Magnet is a pro-
gram for students interested in science, technolo-
gy, engineering, and math fields. Roughly 150 stu-
dents from grades 9-12, make up this prominent 
part of CHS’ academic portfolio.

At the heart of Magnet is research. Students com-
plete several extensive research projects and a 
summer internship in a field they feel passionate 
about. Students’ research projects are presented 
at local symposiums as well as state science fairs 
and events like Imagine Tomorrow, a state-wide 
research fair at Washington State University.

Magnet students have specially-designed sched-
ules that allow each group to progress one year to 
another with the same 40-50 students. This allows 
for the development of community and provides 
stability during their first couple years of high 
school. Later, during their high school careers, 
Magnet students interact more with non-Magnet 
students who take AP classes. 

Students in Magnet also help their community, 
serving at the Clark County Food Bank and ac-
tively participating in service organizations like 

Photo by MST Magnet
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COLLEGE @ CHS
of that I was able to skip a lot of my classes, which 
did not end up well.”

Though Running Start can help prepare mature 
students for the ‘real world’ of independence, 
other options are available, too. The Cornerstone 
Program offers college credit in the high school 
through Central Washington University. Teachers 
certified in the program and students who opt-in 
can potentially earn credits for a substantially less 
expensive cost than real college. One student rec-
ommends it saying, “You don’t have to go out of 
your way to go to Clark, and having it at the high 
school is less intense.”

Obviously there are ways to earn college credit 
for all students. Running Start works best for stu-
dents who want to jump straight into a college set-
ting while Cornerstone is great for kids who want 
to remain at high school.

Students who do well in Running Start have en-
joyed their experience and also enjoy graduating 
with college credit or even a degree. If you are 
interested in registering for Running Start, or the 
Cornerstone Program, talk with your counselor.

 
Written by Riley Kankelberg, Photography Manager

Getting ahead in high school is becoming more 
necessary and important; therefore, Camas has 
many options for students to earn college credit 
before graduating. 

Running Start is one of those available to students 
throughout Washington. Running Start allows ju-
niors and seniors to take classes at Clark College 
to earn credit in a college environment while si-
multaneously achieving their high school require-
ments. 

Students who work hard and are determined to 
succeed will earn their associate degree by the 
time they graduate from Camas High. 

One student talked about his time at Clark, saying, 
“I’ve been able to have more independence and 
control over what classes I wanted to take. I was 
able to get two years of a college education for a 
steal... and now I have a better understanding of 
how things work, and I won’t feel as overwhelmed 
going to a university.”

Running Start has a lot of freedom, but with that 
freedom comes responsibility. Another student 
left the program, saying “I was able to choose my 
own schedule, but the teachers don’t give you as 
much support as teachers in high school. Because 

Photo by Trevor Hunt
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CAMTECH PROGRAM

for technology-related professions and will have 
more opportunities available to them post-grad-
uation. Graduating students are also recognized 
at graduation for completing one or more con-
centrated areas of study. CamTech is broken into 
several content regions or areas of study. These 
areas include Robotics Engineering, Visual Com-
munications, Apps Engineering, Fab Lab, Design 
Engineering, and Architectural & Civil Engineering.

Several digital photography students competed 
succesfully in SkillsUSA competitions this year. 
CamTech also has a hand in Camas’ very success-
ful FIRST Robotics Team 2471 as several members 
are also CamTech students. 

Students in all grades are welcome to apply to join 
CamTech. If you are interested in joining, visit their 
webpage or talk with your counselor.

Written by Angie Lueb, Advertising Manager

CamTech is a new program spearheaded by Kel-
ly Williams alongside Dough Huegli, Matt Chase, 
and Skylar Gillispie. CamTech, affiliated with Skills 
USA, is an academic program focused on devel-
oping technical and vocational skills and fields to 
prepare students for college, trade school, or the 
workforce, and beyond.

For students who are not in MST Magnet, anoth-
er program focused on STEM fields, CamTech is 
a great option for those interested in studying 
those fields with a more hands-on approach. 

Through mentoring opportunities and partner-
ships with local high-tech industries such as 
SHARP, WaferTech, and Underwriters Labratories, 
CamTech students are offered unique experience 
and contact with local business and industry pro-
fessionals. Alongside mentoring opportunities, 
students complete internships during their junior 
or senior year, often over the summer, in a field 
of interest. 

Students who graduate from CamTech fulfill state 
requirements but are arguably more prepared  

Photo by CamTech
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National Honor Society, a pres-
tigious service-based club, ac-
cepted more than 100 mem-
bers for the 16-17 school year. 
Promoting the pillars of schol-
arship, character, service, and 
leadership, NHS centers its 
mission on the concept of vol-
unteerism. Members dedicate 
at least four hours per month 
of their time to a local organi-
zation or event. Engaging with 
the Camas community through 
service has led NHS to develop 
a profile with local organiza-
tions in order to secure more 
partnerships and opportuni-
ties for members to serve. An 
annual blood drive and several 
donation based projects char-
acterize just a few of these 
partnerships.

President Kylie Urbanek, Vice 
President Megan Baffaro, Trea-
surer Christine Lee, Secretaries 
Sophie Muro and Katie Blair, 
and Historian April Teames led 
NHS this year as officers along-
side Advisor Connie Dignan.

Future officers plan to work 
as diligently as those previous 
to promote service and excel-
lence among their members.

Clubs are an integral aspect of Cam-
as High School and its community. 
The Camasonian staff compiled the 
following profiles on several of the 
active clubs working hard to serve 
their members and their commu-
nities.

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS 

International Human Rights Club 
(IHRC) focuses in on the rights of 

CLUBS

people near and far. IHRC officers 
present powerpoints each week to 
share topics such as child slavery, 
politics, United Nations, and basic 
human rights.

IHRC has grown since its founding 
last year as Girls Learn Internation-
al with roughly fifteen dedicated 
and consistent members. Addi-
tional projects include Acceptance 
Week and a trip to the UN in NY.

Photo by National Honor SocietySERVING A 
PURPOSE
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the Excellence in Engineering 
Award.

Robotics is also enveloped within 
the CamTech umbrella; students 
take a scheduled class during the 
day but also work outside the 
school day designing, building, and 
researching new techniques.

GAY-STRAIGHT ALLIANCE

Having been dormant for several 
years, Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA) 
restarted in 2015 with the passion 
of then-sophomore Brenton Rid-
dle. Since then, GSA has grown to 
include more than twenty dedicat-
ed and consistent members of all 
genders, sexualities, and walks-of-
life. 

Those who are members of the 
LGBT+ community are welcome 
to join as are those who do not 
identify as LGBT+. Meetings cover 
a range of topics including general 
education, intersectionality, trans-
gender rights, as well as event plan-
ning.

This year’s students organized Ac-
ceptance Week alongside several 
other minority-focused clubs. 

MUSLIM STUDENT ASSOCIATION

Founded by senior Bilal Manzer, 
Muslim Student Association (MSA) 
looks into the education and pro-
motion of Islam. Through orga-
nizing a well-attended Bollywood 
movie night, as well as participating 
in Acceptance Week, MSA reach-
es out to the CHS community to 
spread messages of unity, accep-
tance, and tolerance.

MSA plans on expanding member-
ship and coordinating with other 
clubs to have a greater impact on 
the school and make for a success-

ful Acceptance Week next year.

RED CROSS CLUB

Red Cross Club promotes human-
itarian efforts assisting those in 
need as well as helping members 
to achieve their CPR certifications 
free of charge.

Red Cross Club members raised 
more than $1,200 for their Trick-
or-Treat for Disaster fundraiser 
which will help those in disaster 
areas around the world. Members 
also volunteered and served break-
fast to veterans in hospitals and 
attended a leadership conference. 
President Marissa Tehrani added 
that the Red Cross Club organized 
a garage sale that raised money for 
the Red Cross global organization. 
Tehrani anticipates the success 
and impact of the club will grow.

INTERNATIONAL CLUB

International Club, “spreads cultur-
al awareness,” according to Presi-
dent Megan Baffaro.

Foreign exchange students and 
interested students attend the 
informational meetings and cul-
tural events. Exchange students 
share presentations on their home 
countries, and the officers plan 
fun events for members includ-
ing pumpkin carving, cookie dec-
orating, and an international food 
potluck. International Club plans 
on hosting a farewell event for for-
eign exchange students leaving the 
United States this summer.

DECA

Camas DECA made school history 
with record setting attendance at 
their state and international con-
ferences. DECA, a business/market-

FIRST ROBOTICS

Team 2471, Camas’ FIRST Robotics 
team, spends the entire year work-
ing tirelessly to dominate robotics 
competitions. Team 2471  acheived 
26th out of 500 teams at the world 
competition through their dedica-
tion, determination, and patience. 
It is Camas’ seventh year at world 
competition, and the team came 
away successful once again with CONTINUED ON PAGE 22
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C AMA S POWER -  C AMA S POWER -  C AMA S POWER
Left: Many CHS students 
participated in a week-long, 
club-organized event called 
‘Acceptance Week,’ bringing to 
light various levels of inequities 
and how to better create a 
community of acceptance. 
Participating clubs included 
Gay-Straight Alliance, Muslim 
Students Association, 
International Club, International 
Human Rights Club, and Black 
Student Union, among others. 
Acceptance Week was a success 
in the eyes of the students and 
administration, ending the week 
in a ‘Unity Day’ where everyone 
was encouraged to wear white 
to show solidarity and unity. 
Gay-Straight Alliance President 
and senior Brenton Riddle came 
up with the idea and led the 
organization and collaboration 
with the other participating clubs 
to host activities at lunches, 
a movie-night fundraiser, 
and coinciding club meetings 
discussing intersectionality. 
Officers of the clubs hope 
‘Acceptance Week’ will be an 
annual event in the future.

Right, Camas Knowledge Bowl 
members pose with Principal 

Marshall as they move on to State.

Photo by Knowledge Bowl.

Photos by Trent Vallejo
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C AMA S POWER -  C AMA S POWER -  C AMA S POWER

Above: Camas DECA 
traveled to Anaheim, CA 
this year for the annual 

ICDC competition. DECA 
students from across 

the globe attended the 
international event, 

competing in various 
marketing and business 
strategy events. Out of 

the 25 competitors  who 
qualified for ICDC, six came 
away as finalists by the end 

of the competition.
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Right: Camas Green Team cleaned up 
the school year, making our campus 
more green and educating students 

on the importance of recycling 
and preserving the planet. Green 

Team students participated in tree-
planting trips, conferences, daily 

trash sorting, campus trash pickup, 
and trash bag recycling. Advisor Ms. 

Coker is visibly frustrated.

Photo by DECA

Photo by Green Team
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ing based club prepares students to give presentations 
on business and marketing strategy in several differ-
ent categories. 84 out of the 130 members earned a 
spot to attend the state conference in Bellevue, WA. 
Several of the students who made their way to state 
also qualified to attend the international conference 
(ICDC) in Anaheim, CA.

DECA officers want to remind students it is not too late 
to join by talking with your counselor about a course 
change. For placings and awards, see our coverage 
at camasonian.camas.wednet.edu or follow DECA on 
Twitter (@CamasDECA).

CHRISTIAN STUDENTS UNITED

Christian Students United (CSU) hosted their annual 
“Stories Week” - a week-long celebration of commu-
nity and belongingness. Throughout Stories Week, 
students enjoyed games, delicious desserts, worship 
opportunities, and nights of activities and fun.

Guest speakers from local churches provided an out-
let for students to talk to others about Christianity and 
meet fellow worshipers. President Lexi Murray com-
mented how she loves to see, “people mature and 
grow in their relationship with Christ. I love leading a 
group that is so kind and positive.” 

DECA saved the bees with 
their “Bump for the Bees” 

volleyball tournament. 
Collecting $5 registration 

fees, DECA donated all 
proceeds to the Honeybee 
Conservatory, a non-profit 

advocating for bees and 
protecting bee habitats. 

Open to all students, 
DECA’s Bump for the Bees 

tournament was a success!
Photo by DECA.

Left: Camas Youth Advisory 
Committee student 
members visit the WA 
Capitol in Olympia to 
meet with lawmakers and 
advocate for the youth voice 
in government.
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Right: Sports Medicine Club members 
traveled to their State Competition in April. 
The competition consists of various tests to 

evaluate proficiency in CPR, First-Aid, and 
other activities. This year, Camas Sports-

Med took home 13th place and are looking 
forward to competing next year.

Photo by Brenton Riddle.

Photo by Courtney Clemmer.
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Two students and a teacher trav-
eled 2,885 miles to New York, NY 
to attend the United Nations Com-
mission on the Status of Women 
(CSW). Juniors Tiara Naidu and Ka-
tie Blair were chosen among hun-
dreds of applicants from the Girls 
Learn International organization 
of which Camas’ International Hu-
man Rights Club is affiliated. CSW 
is a conference bringing together 
women and women’s advocates 
from across the globe to discuss 
how to improve the lives of women 
and children across all walks of life.

The theme for the 61st annual 
conference is “Economic Empow-
erment of Women in the Growing 
World of Work.” Through this lens, 
female economic leaders and poli-
cy constructors gave vital statistics 
and information to try to close the 
wage gap before 2030. 

Discussions on female genital mu-
tilation, women in STEM fields, 
women heading labor unions, and 
women in politics were the main 
topics shared with delegates from 
international organizations.

At the CSW, these two students 
and teacher advisor Sarah Widdop 
represented Camas, Washington, 
the United States, women, and an 
entire community of advocates and 
supporters.

IHRC contributed $200 to pay for 
travel expenses through a fund-
raiser screening of the award-win-
ning documentary 13th. 

Written by Katie Blair, Staff Writer 
Photo by Tiara Naidu

STUDENTS 
TO UN

CAMAS YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL

Camas Youth Advisory Council 
(CYAC) is a group of political-
ly-aware students who want to 
work with community leaders 
to affect change at the local lev-
el. Mayor Scott Higgins, Camas 
School Board Member Casey 
O’Dell, and student members 
met almost every Friday morn-
ing to discuss local and federal 
politics.

CYAC members organized their 
annual candidate forum, invit-
ing local politicians to answer 
student-generated questions 
and provide insight to their plat-
form. More than 100 commu-
nity members attended the fo-
rum to listen to Ann Rivers, Eric 
Holt, Jaime Herrera-Beutler, Liz 
Pike, Kathy Gillespie, Brandon 
Vick, and Justin Oberg debate is-
sues including taxes, education, 
marijuana legalization, and the 
future. Later in the year, CYAC 
traveled to Olympia to tour gov-
ernment buildings and interview 
Washington State politicians.

INTERACT CLUB

Interact Club is another volun-
teer service club at the local and 
global level. The officers worked 
diligently, promoting the club 
and encouraging new members 
to join. 

Service projects that Interact 
worked on included a Home-
coming Parade float, collaborat-
ing with Washougal High School 
for the annual Walk-and-Knock 
food drive, distributing dictionar-
ies at elementary schools, and 
helping Liberty Middle School to 
start their own chapter.

SCIENCE OLYMPIAD

Science Olympiad members 
participate in teams of 15 stu-
dents competing in roughly 23 
events. 

The teams competed at the Mira 
Loma Invitational in Sacramen-
to, CA, placing seventh out of 30 
teams. Camas medaled in sever-
al events at the competition, al-
lowing them to bring four teams 
to regionals at Clark College. 
Team Black walked away with 
16 first-place medals and a solid 
score of 43 (lowest score wins). 
Team Black went on to earn nine 
first-place titles and Team Red 
placed fifth overall. 

This year being Camas’ sixth 
time competing at the national 
level, placing 25th and earning 
titles in several events made for 
a successful year in the books.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24

Photo by Tiara Naidu
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SPORTS MEDICINE

CHS Sports Medicine Club is a group of stu-
dents interested in pursuing futures in the 
sports medicine field. This year members or-
ganized a successful fundraiser at K&M Drive-
In to raise funds for several heart screening 
events. Partnering with PlaySmart, sports med-
icine helped to inform hundreds of students 
to their current heart health, potentially saving 
lives.

In April sports medicine partnered with the 
Washington Career & Technical Sports Medi-
cine Association (WCTSMA) Spring Symposium, 
placing ninth as a team and Madi Young placing 
third in Exercise Physiology. With such a suc-
cessful year, sports medicine hopes to contin-
ue providing heart screenings to students and 
competing in regional and state competitions.

MOCK TRIAL

Mock Trial focuses on building and presenting 
a legal case in a real courtroom environment. 
Using simulated cases, members dive into the 
legal aspects as a team with witnesses, law-
yers, cross questioning, and interacting with 
real judges. 

Receiving the case in fall, the year is dedicated 
to prepping and planning the case and argu-
ments that are presented later in the year. Go-
ing against local schools, Camas placed first at 
regionals and have attend-
ed state consistently for the 
past several years.

--------------------------------------

Interested in learning more 
about any of these clubs? 
Want to get involved? At-
tend one of their meetings 
or check out camasonian.
camas.wednet.edu for up-
dates about various com-
petitions and events.

Compiled & written by Katie 
Blair, Staff Writer

ASL CLUB

Co-Presidents Amber Carlston and Alexis Royal 
led the American Sign Language (ASL) Club this 
year, championing the silent language. This 
being the first year of ASL Club, Carlston com-
mented that she, “hopes that students contin-
ue to learn about and become involved in the 
deaf community.”

ASL Club encourages students of all levels of 
knowledge, whether they are beginners or 
third-year veterans. Performing songs in ASL 
and educating members on deaf culture are to 
of the main aspects of the club. Carslton and 
Royal hope to grow the club and encourage 
new members, not enrolled in a class to join.

KNOWLEDGE BOWL

Camas Knowledge Bowl has 12 of the 30 teams 
in their league with over 68 participating mem-
bers. The varsity teams earned first, second, 
fourth, fifth, and seventh place titles among 
the 15 4A varsity teams in the Columbia River 
Gorge League.

At regionals, Knowledge Bowl had five qualify-
ing JV teams and five varsity teams participate 
earning top spots in the competition. Varsity 
team #1 placed fourth at state.

Camas has a strong and successful Knowledge 
Bowl club dependent on dedicated members 
and a keen sense of academia.

KEY CLUB

Key Club, an affiliate of the Kiwanis organiza-
tion, is another service-based club at CHS. With 
more than 100 members, Key Club assists with 
school carnivals, parades, garage sales, and 
other sponsored and partnering events and 
organizations.

Members served their community through 
babysitting, assisting the Downtown Camas 
Association, and Salvation Army bell-ringing. 
During their annual Thanksgiving dinner, Key 
Club raised $400 to benefit club activities and 
Kiwanis. Key Club officers and members at-
tended the district convention (DCON) as a fi-
nal celebration of the year.
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Band is an instrumental aspect of 
Camas spirit and creativity. Spend-
ing countless hours during and after 
school, band practiced marching, 
performed half-time shows, pep 
assemblies, concerts, and went on 
their Disneyland parade trip. Band 
also performed four concerts, each 
of which had its own unique theme 
and entertained a full house. Trav-
eling to Tacoma, Long Beach, and 
Anaheim, band has been all over 
the West Coast representing the 
Camas community.

The biggest highlight for most band 
members was the Disneyland trip 
this year. For five days, band kids 
stood in line, rode roller coasters, 
and marched in a parade down 
Main Street. Students also partic-
ipated in a unique opportunity to 
record with a professional conduc-
tor in a backstage workshop. 

The CHS band is a tight-knit group 

PERFORMING ARTS
BAND & CHOIR

of dedicated and talented individu-
als. Sophomore Cameron Besner 
said, “Band is important for specific 
reasons outside of school. The peo-
ple there have impeccable charac-
ter, and I’ve never learned more 
about how to be a good person 
than in my two years with Mancini.”

Band had a fantastic year perform-
ing for Camas and communities 
near and far.

More than 180 members 
strong, the CHS choirs 
joined their voices and their 
talent for a very special year. 
Choir performed in front of 
full theaters, churches, and 
stages across the state as 
they represented Camas 
talent. 

In addition to the various 

choirs, CHS is home to select vo-
cal ensembles, quartets, and a 
chamber orchestra - a first for the 
school. One of the most memora-
ble performances was at the Grot-
to Christmas Lights Festival. Here, 
choir sung into the heavens and 
filled the secluded worship space 
with harmonies from songs of dif-
ferent cultures, leaving the audi-
ence in awe.

Camas choir is a family of dedicated 
and enthusiastic individuals. This 
year, choir students came together 
with the support of the communi-
ty and each other through tough 
times.

 

Written by The Camasonian staffPhoto by Band

Photo by Choir
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The award-winning Drama Dept. put 
on a magical performance of Rodgers & 

Hammersteins Cinderella. 

Above, cast photo taken closing night 
with stagecrew and Director Sean Kelly.

Left, Ryan Mayfield performs beautifully 
in character as the step-mother; a 

crowd-favorite during the performance.

CINDERELLA
Magic took over the stage at Camas High School as 
the Camas Drama Department put on a spectacularly 
splendid performance of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
Cinderella. The American musical is a change from past 
years of foreign-written musicals like Cabaret. Drama 
Director Sean Kelly and Musical Director Ethan Ches-
sin, alongside Pit-Orchestra Director Richard Mancini, 
worked wonderfully together with the cast and crew to 
amaze the audience. In addition to the singing, danc-
ing, and music, Carol Babilon designed elegant and 
classy costumes worthy of a prince and princess.

Their hard work really paid off, selling out all but one 
show and even overselling their Friday night perfor-
mance. Audience members stood on the sides and 
brought in extra chairs to set up on the walk ways. Ru-
mors even suggest students watched from above in 
the catwalks.

“The cast and crew were very excited about this show 
and spent a lot of effort spreading the word about it, 
and that set us up for success,” Kelly said.

Cinderella, played by Brooke Moltrum, and her bud-
ding love with Prince Topher, played by Omar Shafiuz-
zaman, captivated the crowd. Both have worked bril-
liantly in past productions and poured their heart and 

soul into Moltrum’s final performance at CHS.

Not to be forgotten is senior Ryan Mayfield’s perfor-
mance of Ella’s stepmother, Madame. Mayfield has 
participated in seven shows at Camas and made sure 
to remind the audience to always be themselves.

Through mystifying wardrobe changes, elaborate 
dance numbers, and a hand-crafted chariot, the ac-
tors, crew, and orchestra were proud their hard work 
paid off.

The snow days set-back rehearsals, making for some 
long nights and weekends, but they did not stop the 
cast from once again proving their award-winning tal-
ent.

Go to camasonian.camas.wednet.edu for more behind 
-the-curtain coverage.

Written by Anna Walbruch, Staff Writer

THE FIFTH AVENUE AWARD-WINNING DRAMA DEPARTMENT PRESENTS:
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Right: The cast of CHS’ 
Drama Dept.’s production 

of Shakespeare’s Twelfth 
Night.

Audience members 
left astonished by the 
craftsmanship of the 
beautifully designed 

set featuring extended  
docks, a boat, a mansion, 

and a small tackle shop 
that seemed to hold the 

entirety of the cast.

Sean Kelly and the talented 
actors and stage crew 

once again out-performed 
themselves with another 

production.

DRAMA
Photo by: Drama Dept.

TWELFTH NIGHT
The Shakespearean play, Twelfth Night, beautifully pro-
duced by the CHS Drama Department under the direc-
tion of Sean Kelly, was testament to the talent of the 
many actors and crew members who walk the halls of 
CHS.

A story of unexpected twists and turns leading to love, 
Twelfth Night is a humorous and awe-inducing tale. As 
for the actors and actresses, well, their devotion to 
their craft shines bright. Stagecraft also out-did them-
selves designing and fabricating the elaborate and vi-
sually stunning set.

Actors Brooke Moltrum, Omar Shafiuzzaman, and Elias 
Besen stole the show with their terrific performances. 
Go online at camasonian.camas.wednet.edu for more.

Written by Isabella Guirado, Staff WriterPhoto by Drama



2928

The Camas School District passed a 
new $119.7 million bond in Febru-
ary 2016. This bond allows the dis-
trict to serve a growing population, 
improve student safety, take care 
of existing facilities, and enhance 
student and community recreation.

Great work is already underway 
to meet the goals outlined in the 
bond. Construction on the Project 
Based Learning High School and 
Lacamas Lake Elementary will be-
gin soon, set for openings in 2018.

The bond allows for new traffic and 
parking solutions at CHS. Already 
completed is the new East Lot fea-
turing 190 new parking spots. Set 
to begin this summer is a new en-
trance to CHS set to open Fall 2017. 
This new entrance will alleviate 
some of the stress on the current, 
and only, entrance to the campus.

Other improvements include car-
pet replacements at several ele-
mentary schools, improvements to 
the Jack, Will & Rob Center which 
the district took over this year, and 
security upgrades across the dis-
trict.

In addition to the bond passed last 
year, voters approved a $16.1 mil-
lion replacement levy in 2017. The 
levy will fund staff and academic 
programs, bridging the gap be-
tween state and federal funding.

Voters also approved a mainte-
nance and operations levy provid-
ing for continued funding of oper-
ational costs as well as technology 
updates like the 1:World program 
bringing one Chromebook to each 
student by Fall 2017. THANK YOU 
VOTERS!

BOND UPDATE

BUMPER TO BUMPER

As most know, either through first-hand experience or second-hand 
complaining, Camas High School has a terrible traffic situation. Backed-
up buses, panicked parents and delayed drivers; most days, first period 
really ‘starts’ ten minutes after the late bell when all the students finally 
make their way from the parking lot to the classroom.

Camas High School Principal Steve Marshall discusses how, given the 
snow days the district has faced this year, “instructional minutes are at 
a premium,” and losing the first ten minutes of first period every day 
adds up quickly.

“It is taking longer to drive from home  to school than it used to,” says 
Marshall. Many first-period teachers are frustrated with announce-
ments stating: ‘ten buses are stuck in traffic, please excuse any late-
comers.’ As a result of this frustration, Camas tried a solution.

TARDIES, TRAFFIC, AND BUSES, OH MY!
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This year, Camas High School implemented a new pol-
icy to “enforce period one tardies” by issuing late pass-
es to students arriving by bus after the bell has rung. 
Essentially, a security officer delivers passes to any 
buses arriving after 7:35 AM which are then distribut-
ed to students riding that bus. Staff receiving the col-
or-coded note from a student will excuse their tardy.

Any personal vehicles, or students being dropped off, 
will not be excused or given a pass in an effort to, “shift 
the traffic ahead 5 -10 minutes,” Marshall explains. 
“Students, staff, and parents [need] to spread out their 
arrival times, mean[ing] that some will have to leave 

earlier than they do now.” Administration has clearly 
communicated this message to students on an almost 
weekly, if not daily, basis. This suggestion has failed to 
deliver any lasting results or offer any help in hurrying 
the traffic along.

Unfortunately, traffic has not improved substantially, 
and for some, it has become even worse with the open-
ing of the East Lot without first opening the planned 
second entrance which is scheduled to be built this 
summer. Traffic still lines the main road up to the high 
school for a solid ten minutes after the late bell has 
rung which still accounts for several late-comers.

“We were all hoping [the traffic] would improve,” says 
Marshall, “this is the first year we have dealt with this 
kind of traffic.” And if this year is any indication of the 
future, backed-up streets are bound to stay.

For students and staff alike, this year of clogged streets 
has been trying in many ways. The opening of the East 
Lot has allowed more than a hundred more cars to 
flood the already maxed out roads which are further 
deteriorating due to the persistent wintery weather. 
An even greater annoyance is the packed hallways and 
common areas, perhaps adding to one’s commute 
time class to class.

“We are a growing community,” states Marshall, and 
Camas is having to catch up as a result. New neighbor-
hoods seem to pop-up each month, and as property 
values rise, so does the pressure on the limited trans-
portation infrastructure.

The effectiveness of this new traffic and tardy-manage-
ment system has been moderate as students under-
stand and fear the consequences of truancy.

Given only one word to characterize the 2016-17 
school year, the majority of students said ‘traffic.’ At 
this point, any idea may help to solve the issue for fu-
ture years to come.

Camas is experiencing growing pains like no other. Not only 
are the hallways packed, but the streets as well. With one 
bottle-neck entrance, Camas simply can’t support the slew 
of student-drivers entering campus each morning, nor can 
the roads. The two-lane road leading to CHS is riddled with 
potholes and makes for a bumpy commute. As Camas’ traffic 
problems mount, see as the district takes steps to increase 
efficiency as well as safety. Photo by Riley Kankelberg.

FIND THIS ARTICLE AND MORE AT CAMASONIAN.CAMAS.WEDNET.EDU

WRITTEN BY
TREVOR HUNT, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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SPORTS

Sarah Davidson 
sprints towards 
the soccer ball 
during a match. 
Varsity took first 
at state this year 
and was ranked 
number one girls’ 
soccer team in 
the nation by 
MaxPreps.com.
Special thanks to 
Kris Caven (Twitter: 
@ItIsPhotoTime) for 
this photo. 
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#5 Aubrey Stanton 
sets the volleyball 

during a match. 
Camas volleyball 

had a great 
season.

Special thanks to 
Kris Caven (Twitter: 
@ItIsPhotoTime) for 

this photo. 
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Victory, triumph, winning - all of these words charac-
terize just how amazing each Camas fall sports teams 
did this year.

Football finished an undefeated season with their very 
first state title in a 24-14 game against the Richland 
Bombers.

Tacoma shook with the thundering roar of the crowds 
energized from the Papermaker’s performance. Senior 
Sean Chronister noted that, “every single person had a 
little pom-pom” to cheer on the team.

Tanner Howington, middle linebacker, said, “You can’t 
describe winning, it was crazy.”

Camas trended on Twitter after the win, reaching the 
top three tags that day. Papermaker Football earned 
their spot in the history books.

More history was made when freshman Emma Villaluz 
earned a spot on the varsity volleyball team. Villaluz 
has played volleyball for the past five years and decid-
ed to try out to make the JV team but was surprised 
when the coach put her on varsity. 
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FALL
The following sports and 
clubs made it to the state 
competition this year:

Football
Girls’ Soccer

Girls’ Basketbal
Girls’ Tennis

Girls’ Golf
Girls’ Swim
Boys’ Swim

Cross Country
Fast-Pitch Softball

Wrestling 
Track

Bowling
Gymnastics

Dance
DECA

Science Olympiad
Knowledge Bowl
Sports Medicine

Robotics
Mock Trial 

Congratulations to all ath-
letes and participants on 
their achievements this past 
year. Becoming state bound 
is no easy task, yet you put 
in the work and dedication 
required and earned your 
place in Camas history.

STATE 
BOUND

Camas Papermakers football earned their spot among the greats. Winning 
their first state title, not to mention an undefeated season, football brought 
their A-game to the Tacoma Dome. Trending on Twitter and shaking the Tacoma 
Dome with the thunderous roar of the crowd were highlights of the state game 
against the Richland Bombers. 
 
Photo by Riley Kankelberg.

She frequently relies on and credits her team: “My team always has my 
back... they could never let me down.” Volleyball had a great season this 
year thanks to the hard work and determination of each team member 
and their head coach, Michelle Allen. 

Girls’ soccer played through to earn the number one spot in the nation! 
Following a fantastic season on the pitch, the girls made their way to the 
state championship where they were triumphant in securing the title.

Five star players moved on to play college soccer last year, leaving a 
shadow of doubt on how well the team would perform this year. The 
team, however, worked together to become a serious threat.

Cross country also had a tremendous season as Yacine Guiermali earned 
an individual state title. The girls’ team won their league, district, bi-dis-
trict and invitational meets all while placing second in state.

All the fall sports teams had a record-setting season and made Camas 
proud.

Written by Genevieve Crowston, Finance Manager
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Right: Camas Boys’ Swim 
had an amazing time in 

the pool this year, making 
waves all the way to state 

where they took home 
the gold with first place. 

Boys’ swim dominated 
the lanes with some of 
their fastest times yet, 

beating out school after 
school in competition 
after competition on 
their way to the King 

County Aquatic Center. 
The team attributed their 
success to their coaches, 

to each other, and their 
dedication to the sport. 
Seniors Tom Utas, Luke 

Albert, and Jeff Fadlovich 
led the team and 

demonstrated fantastic 
leadership throughout 

the season. Papermakers’ 
‘swimming, with their 

commendable year, will 
go down in the history 

books for their excellent 
season. 

Bottom: All three CHS basketball teams: Boys’, Unified, and Girls’. Girls’ basketball ended their amazing season eighth in 
state. Unified basketball, a relatively new sport offered at CHS pairs athletes with special needs with ‘partners.’ Camas has 
an especially successful Unified program with three teams which placed third, fourth, and ninth at districts this year. Boys’ 
basketball took their season far, making it all the way to the second round of regionals where, unfortunately, their journey came 
to an end. All teams, however, made great strides in setting records, representing CHS, and doing their best while having fun. 
Special thanks to Kris Caven (Twitter: @ItIsPhotoTime) for this photo. 

Photo by Tonia Albert
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WINTER
It was not only a white winter but also a winning one, 
too. Despite all the snow days, winter sports had some 
of their most successful seasons to date.

Gymnastics made history. The girls bypassed region-
als and headed straight to state where they placed 
second overall. Jax Purwins, Alexa Dietz, and Madison 
Martin placed at the top of their events. Purwins com-
mented, “I personally performed 110% better at state 
this year compared to last year.”

In addition to their record-setting performance, the 
gymnastics team learned a great deal about attitude 
and handling stress. Having a positive attitude and 
great spirit were important aspects of the team’s suc-
cess according to teammate Emily Karkanen.

Boys’ swim paddled their way to first in state with some 
of the fastest times to date. Seniors Tom Utas, Luke 

Albert, and Jeff Fadlovich led the team to break 18 re-
cords in districts alone. 

Mark Kim defended his titles in the 200 and 500 me-
ter freestyle and supported the relay team including 
Eric Wu, Jaden Kim, and Tom Utas all the way to a first 
place.

Basketball’s season was cut short for both the girls’ 
and boys’ teams. While boys’ made it to the second 
round at regionals, girls’ ended in eighth place at state.

Meghan Finley, a senior on the girls’ team said, “Win-
ning was a really gratifying feeling, especially when 
we’ve waited four years for this experience.”

Camas’ Unified program had a succesful season as 
well, the three teams placing third, fourth, and ninth 
at districts. Unified basketball is a relatively new sport 
program that pairs athletes with special needs with 
‘partners’ for an exciting experience for both the play-
ers and the spectators.

Dance got down for a win at state in hip hop after leav-
ing it all out on the dance floor. Bryant Wilson joined 
the girls, proving his abilities learning the choreogra-
phy and even performing perfectly on an injured knee.

The girls bowling bowled over their competition this 
year. Senior Shelby Chartrand finished second in state 
having attended the state championship every year for 
the past four.

Chartrand said, “If you believe you can do it, then you’re 
going to do it. Be strong, be brave and have fun. Yell 
with your whole heart.”

Wrestling had great turnout at state as well with Dylan 
Ingram winning an individual state title in his weight 
class. Wrestling as a whole placed ninth overall at the 
4A state competition.

This winter,  though a season of ran-
dom weather patterns, was one of contin-
ued success and victory for Camas athletics. 
 
Written by Genevieve Crowston, Finance Manager
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RUGBY

Written by: Sophie Muro, Staff Writer 

Rugby joined the roster this year with the formation 
of the Clark County Warriors - a team of high school-
ers from around the area. Several students from Cam-
as joined the Warriors, bringing more attention and 
awareness to the rather obscure sport of rugby. 

Camas High School had a rugby team several years 
ago; however, not enough students signed up and the 
team disbanded. Dedicated students and coach Aie-
sea Vailea started the Warriors team, bringing the foot-
ball-soccer-wrestling hybrid sport to the local pitch. 
The Warriors is open to students in Clark County and 
play in the Club Division of the Rugby Oregon League. 

The Clark County Warriors line-up is made up of high 
school students, most of whom are also football play-
ers in the fall. Camas, Evergreen, Heritage, and Fort 
Vancouver students are the bulk of the roster, howev-
er, the Warriors serve all Clark County schools.

Jack Kelly, a senior on the team, exemplifies the morale 
of the group, explaining that, “We are a very close knit 
group of guys even though we all come from very dif-
ferent backgrounds. There is definitely an element of 
family that exists on our team.”

It is exciting to see the popularity of sports like rugby 
and even lacrosse growing and gaining attention in the 
Pacific Northwest. Hopefully, one day Camas may be 
able to boast their own rugby team once more.

For more information on the team, view more cover-
age at camasonian.camas.wednet.edu. Also, check out 
rugbyoregon.com for schedules and rugby-related in-
formation and opportunities.

Below, The CHS baseball team made the most 
of a rained-out game, deciding to ‘slip and slide’ 

on the wet tarps covering the fields. Several 
games had to be rescheduled due to weather 

this season.  Special thanks to Kris Caven 
(Twitter: @ItIsPhotoTime) for these photos. 

Camas’ spring sports lineup includes baseball, 
girls’ golf, tennis, and softball, boys’ soccer, and 
track. During early spring games and practices, 
several of the weather-dependent sports were 
rained out and canceled.

Baseball had a good season on the mound, win-
ning ten out of the 16 games in the regular sea-
son. Battleground’s head coach told CHS coach 
Stephen Short, “This is a different group you got 
this year. Those guys really know how to com-
pete.”

The boys of Camas baseball, though taking time 
to have fun during rained-out games, stuck with 
it this year and earned each win.

The putting green was on fire this year with girls’ 
golf winning districts, bi-districts, and placing sec-
ond at state. Emma Cox and Hailey Oster shined 
at districts and state. Cox attributes her success 
to her focus. “I stayed zen,” she said, “I stayed 
focused on each shot, trusted myself, and was 
able to accomplish my goal of becoming district 
champion.”

Photo by the Warriors
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SPRING

Girls’ tennis also had a great spring 
season despite the rainy down-
pours. Hannah Gianan finished her 
high school career after arriving 
at the state championship for the 
fourth year in a row. Placing second 
in doubles, Gianan has potential 
for a future CHS Hall of Fame in-
duction, according to her coaches.

In spite of the soaking weather and 
only five regular season meets, 182 
students competed for an excel-
lent run this year. This is the last 
season for coaches Wise and Rau-
nig; Coach Eagle takes over next 
year. At Oregon Relays, several ath-

letes placed and achieved personal 
records. The Camas boys’ soccer 
team toughed out the year after 
several key players battled injuries 
early on in the season.  Throughout 
the season and each setback, the 
boys pulled off win after win, se-
curing their spot at the state tour-
nament for the 19th consecutive 
season.

Senior Danny Wing referred to 
team support after being credit-
ed with winning a key game: “I just 
want to give credit to the team. Ev-
erything we do is based around the 
team.”

Fast pitch softball came in to a re-
spectable fourth place finish at the 
state tournament near the end of 
May. Winning four of the six games, 
Camas softball left it all out on the 
field.

Alyssa Tomassini commented, 
“Everyone on the fence cheering - 
that’s motivation for me. You know 
that everyone has your back and is 
ready to go.”

 
 
Written by Genevieve Crowston,  
Finance Manager

Left, varsity softball player #4, Alyssa Tomasini, takes a swing at an 
oncoming softball during a sunny, spring game.
Above, varsity soccer player #11, Danny Wing, sprints towards the soccer 
ball during a soaking wet game. 
No matter the weather this crazy spring, all Camas teams had great seasons. 
Special thanks to Kris Caven (Twitter: @ItIsPhotoTime) for these photos. 
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Camas High School Principal Steve 
Marshall will leave CHS for a new 
opportunity at the district level in 
a newly-redefined position to be 
vacated by outgoing Operations Di-
rector Bryan McGeachy. Leaving a 
legacy of nine years of service and 
continued success to students and 
staff, Marshall will continue provid-
ing opportunities for achievement 
as Director of Educational Resourc-
es.

McGeachy, Camas School District’s 
Operations Director, will retire at 
the end of the year after 39 years 
in public education. Seeing enroll-
ment grow from 3,000 to 7,000+ 
has been an exciting journey for 
McGeachy having himself graduat-
ed from CHS some many years ago. 
When asked about his highlights 
from his career, McGeachy said, 
”The staff members here are excel-
lent to work with and for. I was also 
fortunate enough to have excellent 
mentors, great colleagues, and 
involved families to have worked 
within Camas.”

Marshall, a resident of Camas for 
more than twenty years, is a cele-
brated figurehead of the communi-
ty. He is many things: a family man, 
athletics enthusiast, a diligent lead-
er and, arguably, one of the most 
highly-esteemed principals CHS 
has had.

Out of all the years Marshall served 

START OF A NEW ERA
CHS PRINCIPAL TAKES NEW POSITION AT DISTRICT

CHS, many believe this last one has 
been the best. One student-athlete 
said, “This is definitely the best year 
I have spent at Camas. I believe a 
lot of it is thanks to Mr. Marshall.” 

The 2016-17 school year saw the 

Steve Marshall, CHS principal 
for nine years, will leave to 
take on a newly-redefined 
position at the district office 
as director of educational 
resources. There, he will 
innovate creative solutions to 
enhance student learning.

File Photo
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job as principal of Camas High 
School.” He has touched and con-
nected with the staff and students 
and has, “developed an identity for 
CHS within the Camas communi-
ty; [creating] a climate where staff 
and students enjoy Camas High 
School.” Snell continues, “He pro-
vided the leadership to take the 
instructional program to the next 
level of excellence.”

Many fear that Marshall’s commit-
ment to building relationships with 
students will be lost in a new prin-
cipal. Marshall said, “I will miss the 
students and staff first and fore-
most, but I’ll really miss the every-
day adventures.” 

“Whether it is a conversation with 
a student, something normal or 

something extraordinary - when 
they occur in an educational set-
ting, they end up all being special 
experiences” - Principal Marshall.

This transition, though challeng-
ing, will be a valuable experience 
for the district, community, and 
students and staff. Fiona Fitzpat-

rick, freshman ASB representative, 
said, “I am so appreciative of what 
Mr. Marshall has done for our com-
munity and school. I hope our next 
principal can keep growing our 
school like Mr. Marshall has.”

Marshall has led a distinguished ca-
reer at CHS and will only continue 
giving back to the community and 
to the students he serves selfless-
ly. “I am so proud of our students 
and staff members. You cannot be 
a great school without great peo-
ple – and CHS is a great school! 
Their personalities, dedication, and 
school spirit all combine to make 
CHS a very special place, which is 
why I am happy I am not going far. I 
am a Papermaker and I am looking 
forward to being involved here in 

the years to come.”

CHS could not be where it is today 
without Marshall’s leadership and 
dedication to education. We all 
wish Marshall well in his future en-
deavors and are eager to see what 
new plans he has for the district. 
Thank you Mr. Marshall!

STEVE MARSHALL

FIND THIS STORY AND MORE AT CAMASONIAN.CAMAS.WEDNET.EDU

success of a majority of its athletic 
programs as well as its academic 
and club organizations. Football, 
soccer, wrestling, swim, gymnastics, 
dance, cheer, golf, basketball, uni-
fied teams, and many others have 
celebrated wins at the state and 
district levels. FIRST Robotics, Sci-
ence Olympiad, Knowledge Bowl, 
DECA, and Green Team, among 
others, have also set records and 
won world, international, region-
al, state, and district competitions. 
The past few years have been in-
credible ones for setting school re-
cords and boasting the success of 
CHS’ many talented students.

Of course, Marshall’s impact on 
the school is not limited to just ac-
ademics, sports, or competitions, 

or even these past years. Marshall 
has undoubtedly strived above and 
beyond that asked of any principal 
and has enriched culture and spirit 
among students and staff. 

Superintendent of the Camas 
School District Jeff Snell remarked, 
“Steve has done an outstanding 

WRITTEN BY
GENEVIEVE CROWSTON, FINANCE MANAGER
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Camas High School is changing its leadership for the 
next school year, welcoming Dr. Liza Sejkora as CHS’ 
new principal. Dr. Sejkora comes to Camas from Scott-
sdale Unified School District in Arizona. She is ready to 
help to grow the school, increase community involve-
ment, and work with and for students to continue the 
great standard of education already present.

Dr. Sejkora is a career educator, spending 14 years in 
a classroom, and an, “educational leader passionate 
about providing students with educational opportu-
nities,” according to a Camas School District press re-
lease.

Jeff Snell commented on Dr. Sejkora saying, “What 
stands out to me is what we learned when we visited 
Liza’s current high school. The way staff and students 
talked about her leadership, how she elevates those 
around her, how she supports people while holding 
them accountable…”

Valuing the connections between staff, students, and 
the community, Dr. Sejkora notes she sees herself as 
“the lead learner of the school.” She loves spending 
time in classrooms and interacting with students and 

the staff, collaborating on curriculum, working to im-
prove teaching methods, and empowering students to 
excel. “I will be learning the most out of everyone on 
campus next year,” she says.

Dr. Sejkora chose Camas out of several opportunities 
because of her contacts in the Portland and Seattle ar-
eas and the feeling she got while watching videos and 
doing research on Camas High School and the district. 
“When I got out of my car, I just felt something I can’t 
explain. I got this feeling this is the job. This is the place 
I want to work. I can’t be more thrilled that I got the 
job and I’m excited to dive in and start working for stu-
dents” says Dr. Sejkora.

Student interviewers claimed Dr. Sejkora was the 
strongest of the four candidates; many of staff mem-
bers agreed. Brenton Riddle, one of the student in-
terviewers says, “I think she will give a voice to the 
students. She is very keen on how to bring students 
together and is knowledgeable about the culture and 
community.”

Dr. Sejkora plans primarily to learn, going back to be-
ing ‘lead learner’. She plans to learn about the school, 
about the students, the staff, the curriculum, state re-
quirements, and the community as well. 

“I want people to trust that I am doing what is best 
for students,” says Dr. Sejkora. “I want them to watch 
me make decisions based on kids. That doesn’t hap-
pen overnight, I have to take the time to get to know 
everyone.”

When it comes to spirit and promoting the school cul-
ture, Dr. Sejkora notes she is a “spirit dork.” Working 
with student government in Arizona, she tells her ASB 
students, “I’m going to dress up, so don’t pick a day you 
don’t want to see me dressed up as!” On a more se-
rious note, she emphasized spirit days importance in 
building community, “Everyone can dress up for them; 
I also love competition, we can have fun with it, maybe 

MEET DR. SEJKORA: CHS’ NEW PRINCIPAL

Left: Dr. Liza Sejkora, CHS’ new principal. Dr. Sejkora 
arrives from Scottsdale, AZ and is excited to bring fresh 
new ideas to serve students. Give Dr. Sejkora a warm 
welcome next year!
File photo.
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WRITTEN BY
TREVOR HUNT, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

MOVING ON

have things where periods compete for most spirited.”

Dr. Sejkora earned a bachelor’s degree in English, a 
master’s in curriculum and instruction: secondary ed-
ucation, and a doctorate in educational administration 
and supervision, all from Arizona State University. Her 
dissertation, “Student Interactions in Edmodo Versus 
Facebook,” researched how students interact in their 
digital environments.

Dr. Sejkora hopes to merge the use of technology in 
curriculum, especially as students 3-12 will be 1:World 
next year, each student having a Chromebook. Grades 
6-12 will have Chromebooks checked out to them spe-
cifically while 3-5 will have enough Chromebook carts 
to supply each child with one in class.

Dr. Sejkora will move to Washington with her husband, 
Heath, and her two sons, ages 16 and 12. Ready to 
enjoy the outdoors hiking, camping, and exploring with 
new rain gear, Dr. Sejkora can’t wait to start working.

Above: Assistant Principals Susan Asher (left) and Ellise Anderson 
(right) will be moving on from Camas High School. Asher will retire 
after three years at CHS while Anderson will take a new position at 
the district focused on non-traditional graduation pathways. Both 
have been instrumental in new policy implementation, organiza-
tion, staff development, student success, supporting diverse ac-
tivities, and keeping the school running and looking its best. CHS 
will miss their active leadership.

File photos.

Written by The Camasonian Staff

Next year, Camas says goodbye to two of its trea-
sured administrators: Susan Asher and Ellise An-
derson. Asher will move on to retirement, while 
Anderson takes on a new district position.

In a new role as assessment & graduation pathway 
administrator at the district office, Anderson will 
support district development for non-traditional 
graduation pathways. Having served students for 
19 years, Anderson will bring the right experience 
and solutions to this new role. 

Anderson’s organization and knowledge will be 
noticeably missed. She has been instrumental in 
the expansion of AP courses, development of MST 
Magnet, as well as the growing number of clubs 
and activities. Anderson says she will miss, “The 
kids; I care more about the kids than anything else.”

Asher, working at Camas for three years, pioneers 
the senior project each year ensuring deadlines are 
met, boards run smoothly, and students graduate. 
She also manages the 520 senior projects, the IAA 
program, and Cornerstone college classes. Asher is 
most looking forward to “learning to relax” in Palm 
Springs come this summer. She is thrilled for this 
new chapter in life, spending more time with her 
husband and enjoying the sun.

In regards to leaving Camas, Asher explained that 
all of her memories here have been positive ones. 
She enjoys the daily interactions with students and 
staff, and she will miss working with the wonderful 
people at CHS.

CHS wishes Asher and Anderson the best in their 
new roles, whether working to improve district pol-
icy or lounging by the pool. Thank you Mrs. Asher 
and Mrs. Anderson for all you have done to make 
Camas High School a better place for all students.

Senior Sophie Muro says, “Asher is just the sweet-
est person ever. It can be scary to approach admin-
istrators but she is always welcoming and willing 
to help.”
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Photos by various sources
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OFF TO STATE
WHERE IN THE WORLD ARE THE SENIORS GOING?

Not to scale
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AL
AZ

CO

CA

FL
HI

ID

IN

MA
MS

MT

NY
NC

OK
PA
TX
UT

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 
Chandler Piper
ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY 
Ryan Kempf 
Taylor Rowland

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY 
Chelsea Wilgus  
Teague Schroeder 
Mkinna Burrus

NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY 
Trevor Gjerswold

BIOLA UNIVERSITY 
Rachel Liu 

CAL POLY 
Tanner Bush

CSM COLLEGE OF SAN MATEO 
Marcus Gray 

HUMBOLDT STATE UNIVERSITY  
Sabine Postma 

LIFE PACIFIC COLLEGE  
Elizabeth Schwartzkopf

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY 
Rachel Higgins

SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY 
Natalie Shergill

REGIS UNIVERSITY 
Julia Coombs 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN COLORADO 
Sophia Shafiuzzaman

FULL SAIL UNIVERSITY 
Tyler Brown

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY 
Seth Bradshaw

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII 
Hayden Ouchi 
Kendra Horvath 
Charlotte Burton 
Emily Karkanen

BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY
 

NORTHWEST NAZARENE UNIVERSITY 
Grace Anderson

PURDUE UNIVERSITY 
Samantha Guthrie

TUFTS UNIVERSITY 
Nkem Aduka

UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI 
Joslyn Polete

CARROLL COLLEGE 
Ashley Carter

MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
Mikaela Winston 
Joseph Marugg

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA 
Melody Hollar

AMERICAN MUSICAL & DRAMATIC ACADEMY 
Elias Besen

NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY 
Jesus Espinoza

OKLAHOMA CITY UNIVERSITY 
Brooke Moltrum

WAYNESBURG UNIVERSITY 
Arria Connett

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON 
Mikayla Canifax

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY
Jacob Bedont 
Aubrey Johnson 
Rani Floyd 

Jesikah Bass 
April Teames

Mary Rice 
Brennan Smith 
Sara Van Kley 

Joan Varsek 
Morgan Winston 
Marley LeFore

Brynn Jackson 
Stephanie Knight 

Courtney Coates 
Abcdee Phillips

UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY
Madeline Wight 
Annalee Norton

Not all students provided information
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OR

WA

EASTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY 
Nick Duffy

ECOLA BIBLE SCHOOL 
Michelle Gazelka

LANE COLLEGE 
Emma Jones

MT. HOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
Emily Picard-Sprinkle

OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY 
Ally Sutton 
Wyatt Lewis 
Jack Little

PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY 
Denae Clohessy

SOUTHERN OREGON UNIVERSITY 
Sedric Ruiter 
Allie Hancock

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON 
Erin Sinclair

WESTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY 
Alyssa Tomasini
CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

CLARK COLLEGE 
 

 
 
 
EASTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
 
 
PAUL MITCHELL BEAUTY SCHOOL 
Olivia Nelson

GEORGE FOX UNIVERSITY 
Morgan Dunn

GONZAGA UNIVERSITY

Lauren Johnston

PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY 
Hannah Clayton

SEATTLE PACIFIC UNIVERSITY 
Emma Booth

SEATTLE UNIVERSITY 
Hannah Gianan

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

 

UNIVERSITY OF PUGET SOUND 
Spencer Cleary

WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY

 
 
WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

 

 
ABROAD 
Isabella Haaja - Finland 
Jasmine Guirado - Australia 
Bryant Wilson - Germany

John Frias 
Hannah Audiss 
Megan Baffaro 
Samuel Quinn 
Sophie Muro 
Erik Johnson 
Trevor Hunt 
Sean Chronister 

Bella Alexander 
Bilal Manzer 
Melanie Kim 
Vincent Wu 
Callie Johnson 
Avin Kana 
Brenton Riddle 
Raveena Bhui

Annabelle Vail 
Austin Krout 
Chloe Dunn 
Spencer Kunz 
Laura Kucherov 

Alyssa Brown 
Taylor Trupp 
Darin JeanBlanc 
Ashton Dierickx 
Hayden Kane

Courtney Eastep 
Autumn Brown 
McCall Danis 
Jillian Lunt 
Gena Franco 
Alex Glikbarg 
Sara Liddy 
Magnus Yoshimura 
Jason Driver 

Sarah Davidson 
Monique Mellotte 
Olivia Dennis 
Briar Anderson 
Dallin Harper 
Tyler McClellan 
Hannah Scheel 
Daniel Webb 
Jake Lane

Dylan Ingram 
Colin Kuhta 

Karsyn Qaude 
Karina Thiemann

Emma Ware 
Maxwell Crowson 
Bailey Erickson 
Lily Fuller 
Sydney Randolph 

Amy Kellogg 
Antonia Parrish 
Sylvia Cochrane 
Mason Ellis

Ewan Parker 
Delaney Lopez

Shaphan Serfling

Claire Green 
Nick Carter 

Kylie Urbanek 
Shelby Gano 

MILITARY 
Jeff Fadlovich - Air Force Academy 
Nathan Chillian - West Point 
Gracen O’Dell - Coast Guard 
Jake Lane - ROTC Air Force 
Taylor Tegart - National Guard 
Dylan Samson - Army 
Ethan Rose - Marine Corps

**

**
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MEGHAN FINLEY

Greet the future with anticipation. 
Dream big and work hard. Remem-
ber your roots, your manners, and 

your way home. 
Love, Mom, Dad, Erik, AJ and Franklin

SENIOR ADS
MAGNUS YOSHIMURA

Magnus, we are so proud of you. You 
have studied and worked hard. You 
have put your all into everything you 
have done so far. We are excited for 
what the future holds for you. You 

are a precious gift! Love, Mom, Dad, 
Evie and Justus

BREVYN PEFFERS

Congratulations, celebrating your accomplishment as students of the Class of 
2017! Boldly embrace the future! We love you and are proud of you

Kelly and Tammy Orfield, Russ and Leah Tiedeman

McCALL DANIS
We are so proud of you, your ele-

mentary and high school years. We 
are excited for you and the adven-
tures ahead of you. But most of all, 
we love what lies within your heart, 

your soul, and your mind. Congratu-
lations on your Graduation, McCall! 

Love you more than anything.  
~ Dad, Mom, Molly & Matt

CARSON MARTIN
We are very proud of you and your 
accomplishments in life wonderful 

young man, and will do great things 
in life. Follow your heart and it will 

lead you to your dreams! 
Love, Mom, Dad, Nelson, Harrison, 

Madison
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ADVICE
FROM STAFF
Some CHS staff gave their best words of wisdom to the 
graduating Class of 2017. Below are their responses:

SENORA GONZALEZ-HAMILTON:

Love and advocate for yourself. Freedom from high 
school and parent pressure is wonderful. You, now, 
are fully responsible for the outcome of your future. As 
you make mistakes, learn from them, forgive yourself, 
and move forward. Excuses did not work in the past, 
and they will be worthless in the future.

Surround yourself with people who nurture your self-
worth, question you, and help you grow. Look for 
friends who are also trying to make the best of their 
future, and keep the friends who have always support-
ed you. Spend time with friends.

Don’t be in a big hurry to accomplish great things in 
little time. It’s OK to stop, reflect, and ask yourself what 
you want your goals to be. Don’t give up if you have 
set-backs. Most successful people have had multiple 
set-backs. Success in work, relationships, and other 
things is based on desire, tenacity, and the ability to 
work past obstacles.

Love yourself. Nobody (except mom) cares more 
about your well-being than you, so take care of your-
self. Sleep enough, eat well, exercise, and love other 
people.

MRS. CARMICHAEL:

Life is like ocean waves.  During every point of your life 
there are high and low points, some things you love 
about the time and things you hate.  There will never 
be “the best time of your life. ”All phases have good 
and tough points, but remember that with all times 
in life, the wave will end and the next one starts right 
away.  Your high school wave is ending and the next 
one is beginning.

MRS. DIGNAN:

“To thine own self be true.” - Polonius 
(Be sure to tell them that I cited my source).

MS. WIDDOP:

Work hard and don’t expect to be noticed, lauded or 
for others to always follow suit. Be ok with the latter 
three situations because hard work leads to being a 
better person inside and that is really what counts.

Go outside and stray from the paved paths. The en-
vironment beyond the traditional paved paths is real-
ly where the beauty and solitude lie and this is what 
feeds the soul.

Consume in moderation. We all know those diets 
where you are prevented from eating all that tastes 
good don’t work- therefore follow the moderation 
mantra. The same goes for non-edible products, there 
are a lot of humans in the world and if we want it to 
remain a cool place to exist, we MUST moderate our 
consumption.

Don’t take ANY job because of the money. Ever. Hap-
piness, desire, and a vested interest must come first.

Love yourself. Figure out what makes you happy- 
whether it be a partner, your job or, hobbies, having 
kids, whatever. If you don’t put yourself first, life is go-
ing to suck. While there are times in your life where you 
need to put others first, you need to find the balance 
between when this can happen and when it can’t hap-
pen.

Ditch the TV and limit the social media. Notice I didn’t 
say completely because no one is above the occasion-
al binge-watching episode and social media has its 
perks. But there is so much more to life than someone 
else doing your thinking for you or how many likes you 
receive after posting  the photo of you off the paved 
path.
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FROM PRESCHOOLERS
We asked preschoolers at the Papermaker Preschooler what advice they 
have for seniors graduating this spring. Below are their responses:

MILES: I hope they stay home and don’t leave.

MABEL: They should be nice and have a play place and a bunk bed and 
have a birthday party every day!

LAILA: They should always have lots of lollipops.

AVI: They should have trampolines and have a party every Tuesday!

ADAM: They should go to college and pick a job. Duh!

MATTHEW: Make sure you have cool toys.

BRYNNLEE: I hope they write letters to us. My sister is going to college and 
I’m going to write letters to her.

BRADY: They should play football!

MR. TOMASETTI:

“My fault, my failure, is not in the pas-
sions I have, but in my lack of control 
of them.” - Jack Kerouac

Find your passion in life and em-
brace it.  If you can turn your pas-
sion into your career, then your job 
will not even seem like work.

MRS. BRIDGES:

Here is my female fashion advice 
for graduating senior ladies:

1. Remember the trendier it is 
now, the weirder it will look in pic-
tures 10 years from now.

2. Start using eye cream way 
before you think you need it; like 
tomorrow morning would be good.

3. Never dye your hair a color that 
doesn’t occur in nature.

4. Make sure any tattoo you get 
could be covered up in a job inter-
view if needed.

MR. FARLAND:

Don’t take yourself too seriously.  
See the humor in everyday situa-
tions. 

Don’t be the person eating a tuna 
fish sandwich and a bag of Cool 
Ranch Doritos when sitting in a lec-
ture hall, or on an airplane, or in a 
meeting room, or frankly anywhere 
around other people.  People don’t 
want to breathe in your noxiously 
offensive stinking food. 

Don’t be “sideways hat guy”.  You 
know, the guy whose lone identi-
fiable characteristic is that every 
chance he gets he perfectly... 

 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 50

WISDOM IS THE REWARD YOU GET FOR A LIFETIME OF LISTENING WHEN YOU WOULD RATHER HAVE TALKED.

- MARK TWAINPhoto by Hannah Marquis



5150

perches his cap on sideways to show everyone that 
he is “sideways hat guy”.  Find far more impressive 
qualities and talents to be recognized for.

Don’t ever settle for boredom.  Boredom is a you prob-
lem.  Bored people are boring people.  Curiosity is the 
cure for boredom.

MR. GREENE:

Here we are at the end of one journey that started a 
few years ago, perched at the beginning of a new one 
that will hopefully go on for a long time. I’ll watch you 
walk across the stage at Doc Harris and into a brave 
new world.  The time sure does fly, eh?  

So hear me loud and clear when I say to each of you, 
whether I know you directly or not, just how much I 
honor and value the unique individuals you all are. 
Whatever you do, wherever you go on your journey, 
Seniors, hang on to that and embrace that core, essen-
tial part of you, whatever it is.    

I’ve got to tell you, though, at times you’ll be dis-
couraged. You’ll see people around you who haven’t 
worked as hard or who have had less of a conscience 
and integrity in the path they’ve taken to get where 
they are and who seem to be having more “success” 
on the surface than you might be currently having. 
But you will “win” in the end, Seniors, if you stay true 
to your SELF. Always. I know this deep in the marrow 
of my bones, but also remember that it’s easy to get 
distracted and lose focus along the way, so don’t fret 
too much if that happens. With good friends and family 
surrounding you, getting back on track is doable, and 
hopefully those inevitable detours will be brief yet in-
structive. 

Seniors, I do hereby acknowledge the magnificence 

of your unique spirits and the incredible brightness of 
your beings on the auspicious occasion of your gradu-
ation from high school. Go forth and prosper! Take to 
the “open road” and embrace the possibility of great-
ness in all you do. If there’s ever anything I can do for 
you, please let me know. And finally, I leave with you 
below a favorite quote of mine:

“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deep-
est fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. We ask 
ourselves, Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, 
fabulous? Actually, who are you not to be? We were born 
to make manifest the glory of God that is within us. And 
as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other 
people permission to do the same.” - Akeelah and the 
Bee.

MRS. LEIGHTON:

Push yourself to grow ~ meet new and different people 
than you’re used to. Smile at a stranger, hold a door 
open for someone you don’t know ... leaving even the 
tiniest footprint in someone’s life can change the world 
for the better.

MRS. LACKLAND:

Our experiences add color to our lives, and the most 
beautiful lives exhibit a great deal of color. Don’t be 
afraid to be bold and try all of what life has to offer.

Thanks for the words of wisdom CHS staff! Seniors: 
listen to the advice of those who have walked down 
the very road you are walking now; save yourself the 
trouble of learning everything the hard way!

 
Compiled by The Camasonian staff.

Left: CHS staff pose for 
their photo aligned to form 
“2017.” Staff this year worked 
tirelessly to support students 
and further education. From 
teachers to administration to 
assistants, staff at Camas have 
a reputation for being caring, 
encouraging, and determined. 
Camas staff wish the Class of 
2017 well in their futures.

File Photo.



5150

Memorial Day weekend 
with the boys.  

#SeasidesForTheBoys

-DAKOTA WHITE

MEMORIES

Driving down the coast 
and camping at Crater 
Lake with my friends.

-RONNIE YAACOUB

Going to Senior Prom 2017 with best friends. -GENA FRANCO

TREVOR GJERSWOLD

We are so proud of you! We are 
looking forward to what your future 
holds. Congratulations - you did it!

We love you, 
Mom, Dad, and Ash.
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Sitting on Prune Hill watching the sunset and  
seeing fireworks shoot off on the 4th of July  

with friends & going on an awesome beach trip with friends 
and having a sneaker wave soak everything.

-BRENTON RIDDLE

The little great moments spent 
with friends! 

- KYLIE URBANEK

Weekend trips to Portland and 
Seaside with best friends. 

- TREVOR HUNT
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SENIORS’ ADVICE

As this school year comes to a 
close, The Camasonian asked 
seniors to impart some wisdom 
upon their fellow students, espe-
cially the incoming freshmen.

While we received a mixed bag of 
both serious and comical advice, 
please enjoy reading some of our 
favorite senior “tips” for success!

It’s okay to fail, as long as you know 
how to pick yourself up again.

Don’t worry about social norms, just 
be a good, genuine, person - it’s most 
important to be nice.

Volunteer and do some good for the 
community.

Hydrate, and don’t self-medicate.

Failing is good for the soul.

If you smile, you’ll get away with 
more.

Make friends with the security guards.

Get a sense of humor, embrace awk-
wardnes;, this might not be the “best 
four years” as seen in Disney movies.

Getting a date for a dance is not that 
important, sometimes going with a 
group of friends is more fun.

Do your best every single day and 
don’t take your free education for 
granted, you don’t want to look back 
and wish you would have worked 
harder.

The grades you earn matter every sin-
gle year, with that being said, don’t 
stress too much, a few bad grades 
won’t kill you.

Sleep.

If you do your homework at 2 am ev-
ery day, your brain will actually melt.

Find your passion.

Hallways are meant for walking, 
quickly… not having a 40-minute 
conversation about your weekend.

Get gym credits out of the way first.

Don’t procrastinate, try to get ahead 
so you can relax later.

“Procrastinators never prosper” is a 
lie… wait it out, you do your best work 
under stress.

Breathe in, breathe out, repeat… it 
will be okay.

Having a mental breakdown is per-
fectly acceptable every now and then 
and is actually healthy.

Don’t let adults convince you they’re 
in charge.

As far as Turnitin.com is concerned, 
11:59 means 11:59.

Don’t dream big you will just end up 
as an ivy reject.. but seriously, aim 
high, you’ll still go far.

Avoid AP Biology like the plague.

Join lots of clubs!

Get a rolling backpack.

Drama is forever (Kidding! Don’t get 
caught up in all of the tension that 
can occur during high school, just live 
life and be happy).

Don’t be afraid to challenge yourself, 
it is worth it in the end.

Pain is temporary, your GPA is forever.

No matter what anyone says, sandals 
are appropriate in all seasons.

Get a hydro flask.

Work harder, you have it in you.

Don’t avoid joining something be-
cause you think it will “take up too 
much time.”

Dance like nobody’s watching un-
less you are at a school dance, then 
dance like people are watching and 
be appropriate because no one wants 
to see that.

Trust yourself, stay focused, and don’t 
post on Instagram more than once a 
day.

Read books you love and don’t for-
get to relax every once in a while, you 
have a long road ahead of you.

Don’t take things, or yourself too se-
riously. High school only happens 
once, enjoy it, it will go faster than 
you could ever imagine, don’t waste 
precious moments counting down 
the days until graduation.

Thanks Seniors, and congratula-
tions on your accomplishments! 
To the underclassmen: don’t take 
all of these seriously. If you have 
a strong and supporting group of 
friends and family, you will be just 
fine throughout the next two or 
three years of high school!

Compiled by Sophie Muro, Staff Writer

The views expressed in this list are not necessarily the opin-

ion of The Camasonian, Camas High School, Camas School 

District, or their affiliates, and are soley for entertainment 

purposes.
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Each year, the graduating class votes on seniors who most represent the chosen categories. These 
students have made an impression on their peers and have been voted class favorite in their respective 

categories.

BROOKE MOLTRUM MOST OUTGOING (F)

JT TUMANUVAO MOST OUTGOING (M)

SOPHIE EAGLE BRING HOME (F)

JACK KELLY BRING HOME (M)

RACHEL HIGGINS CLASS CLOWN (F)

DAKOTA NAPIERKOWSKI CLASS CLOWN (M)

JOAN VARSEK/MAGGIE SHORT BEST FRIENDS (F)

TANNER BUSH/SAM CHRISTOPHER BEST FRIENDS (M)

HANNAH TAIE BEST SMILE (F)

DAVID AARHUS BEST SMILE (M)

NKEM ADUKA SAVE THE WORLD (F)

JASON KIM SAVE THE WORLD (M)

MORGAN ROGGERMAN THREAT TO PEDS (F)

DYLAN INGRAM THREAT TO PEDS (M)

JAKE LANE/MIKAYLA CANIFAX SWEETHEARTS

CLASS FAVORITES
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1 7
David Aarhus 

Lucas Abrahansen 
Kelsie Ackerman 

Claire Adams 
Samantha Adcock 

Nkem Aduka 
Areeb Ahsan 
Luke Albert 

Kelby Aldridge 
Isabella Alexander 

Chaniya Allen 
Tanner Amos 

Alyssa Amundson 
Briar Anderson 
Dak Anderson 

Grace Anderson 
Jessica Anenko 

Jonathan  
Angulo-Standley 
Britney Anthony 

Ian Aschoff 
Adia Ashford 

Hannah Audiss 
Miranda Austin 

Louis Avino 
Megan Baffaro 

Madeleine Barlow 
Jack Barr 

Elias Bashir 
Jesikah Bass 
Hanna Bayer 
Sean Bayer 

Rachel Bennet 
Elias Besen 

Tianna Bevens 
Christina Bewick 

Mariana  
Bewick-Chapa 
Raveena Bhui 

Max Bilsborough 
Emma Booth 
Michael Boyle 

Seth Bradshaw 
Erick Brainard 
Jared Brophy 

Alyssa K Brown 
Alyssa D Brown 
Autumn Brown 

Ethan Brown 
Tyler Brown 

Michael Browning 
Bryson Burns 
Sydney Burres 
M’Kinna Burrus 

Charlotte Burton 
Mckenna Bush 
Tanner Bush 

Nathan  
Butterfield 

William Buzan 
Taeler Cables 
Brandon Cady 

Tristan Cameron 
Petra Campbell 
Mikayla Canifax 
Morgan Cannon 

Ashley Carter 
Nicholas Carter 
Robert Carter 

Brandon  
Castleberry 

Lea Catacutan 
Shelby Chartrand 

Kathy Chen 
Kevin Chen 

Trevor Chester 
Nathan Chillian 
Siobhan Choong 

Megan Chow 
Sam Christopher 
Sean Chronister 
Hannah Clayton 
Spencer Cleary 
Denae Clohessy 
Courtney Coates 
Sylvia Cochrane 

Jack Colletto 
Hugh Colson 
Arria Connett 

Alyssa Connolly 

Julia Coombs 
Jalea Cooper 

Brittany Cotton 
Mariah Cox 

Hunter Crandall 
Josiah Crang 
Ryan Crider 

Maxwell Crowson 
Igor Cunning 
Riley Currie 

Katelynn Daniel 
McCall Danis 
Tyler Darby 

Lane Davidson 
Sarah Davidson 

Allison Davis 
Allen Davis 

Alexandra DeCiro 
Jordan Dekker 

Amanda  
Del Moral

Lucas Demmon 
Olivia Dennis 

Journey  
Deochand 

Allen Derbyshire 
Ashton Dierickx 

Sarah Doyle 
Jason Driver 

Nicholas Duffy 
Alyssa Dummer 

Lacy Dunlop 
Chloe Dunn 

Morgan Dunn 
Sophie Eagle 

Courtney Eastep 
Ellie Echeverio 

Travis Edmonson 
Anna Edwards 

Nathan Edwards 
Nicole Edwards 

Caleb Eldred 
Ashe Ellis 

Mason Ellis 
Mitchell Emerson 

Joey Emmet 
Matthew Engler 
Bailey Erickson 
Jesus Espinoza 

Jeffrey Fadlovich 
Yoping Fang 

Gage Fich 
Meghan Finley 
Alaina Fischer 

Takoda Fitzgerald 
Justin Flint 
Rani Floyd 

Elizaveta Foat 
Tanner Fogle 
Robert Foley 
Gena Franco 

Jeremy Frankel 
Andrew Frazier 
Jonathan Frias 

Michael Friesen 
Lily Fuller 

Shelby Gano 
Max Gantar 

Lauren Garner 
Adam Gawlik 

Michelle Gazelka 
Adam Geaslen 
Vinny Gennaro 

Anthony Gerardo 
Noah Gibson 
Seth Gilbert 
Levi Gilstrap 

Trevor Gjerswold 
Alex Glikbarg 

Angelina  
Gorbunov 

Marcus Gray 
Claire Green 

Sidney  
Greenamyer 
Cade Greseth 
Alexis Groff 

Yacine Guermali 
Jasmine Guirado 
Jonah Guldner 

Cambryn Gulzow 
Andrew Gunther 
Maxen Guthrie

Samantha Guthrie 
Tenzin Gyalnub 
Isabella Haaja 
Eric Hagensen 
Lindsey Hale 

Allison Hancock 
Samantha Hankins 

Kaden Hanna 
Jake Hansel 

Bradley Hansen 
Dallin Harper 

Malvin Harrison 
Erin Harrold 
Maya Hazen 
Luke Heiberg 
Emily Henry 

Angelica Heyman 
Rachel Higgins 

Hunter Hill 
Ben Hirata 

Dallin Hokinson 
Melody Hollar 

Kendra Horvath 
Tanner  

Howington 
Emily Hows 

Hayden Hunsaker 
Trevor Hunt 

Dylan Ingram 
Brynn Jackson 
Cody Jackson 

Darin JeanBlanc 
Adam Jensen 

Aubrey Johnson 
Callie Johnson 
Erik Johnson 

Gavin Johnson 
Kelly Johnson 

Lauren Johnston 
Emma Jones 

Hannah Jossette 
Gianan

Avin Kana 
Hayden Kane 

Marcus Kanege 
Camille Karasev 
Dylan Karkanen 
Emily Karkanen 

Sarah Kasten 
Brendon Kaylor 

Amy Kellog 
Jack Kelly 

Ryan Kempf 
Andrey  

Khabibrakhmanov 
Jason Kim 

Sunghyun Kim 
Alec Kjelden 

Stephanie Knight 
Marianna Knysh 
Madison Kohler 

Lauren  
Komanecky 

Nathan Kordenat 
James Kosek 

Lilly Kovalenko 
Robin Kramer 
Austin Krout 

Anna Kubrina 
Laura Kucherov 

Michael Kuhlman 
Colin Kuhta 

Spencer Kunz 
Benjamin Kutsar 

Jacob Lambert 
Jake Lane 

William Lattanzi 
Alexander Lee 
Christine Lee 
Marley Lefore 
Wyatt Leggett 

Lisa Leijet 
Sabrina Lemafa 
Michaela Lenard 

Cole Leonard 
Isaac Leonard 
Alex Leveen 
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Wyatt Lewis 
Jeffrey Liao 
Sara Liddy 

Abigail Lightfoot 
William Lingo 

Klayton Lisonbee 
Jack Little 

Evelyn Litvinov 
Rachel Liu 
Winlyn Liu 

David Lopez 
Delaney Lopez 

Michael Lopez-Sosa 
Carmen Low 
Jillian Lunt 

Aidan Lyons 
Kailee Mabe 

Maggie  
MacPherson 

Elijah  
Manfredi-Wade 
Logan Manley 
Bilal Manzer 

Hannah Marquis 
John Marsh 

Carson Martin 
Claire Martin-Tellis 

Joseph Marugg 
Anthony Maton 

Michael Matthews 
Ryan Mayfield 
Cory McBride 

Nicole McCallum 
Tyler McClellan 
Marshall McIvor 

Emma McKercher 
Cooper McNatt 
Scott McNealy 

Maxwell McNeil 
Maia McRae-Willis 

Jacob Meinhold 
Ivy Melcher 

Monique Mellotte 
Christopher Merritt 

Lindsey Merritt 

Elizabeth-Leigh 
Metzner 

Devonte’ Meyer 
Kiara Meyer 

Henry  
Meyers-Power 

Genie Miles 
Logan Miller 

Dionnie Minnard 
Faith Mitchell 

Brooke Moltrum 
Nick  

Montecino-Orego 
Jaelyn Montoya 

Alexis Moore 
Elisha Moore 

Luke Moravitz 
Reese Moses 
Raegen Moss 
James Muri 

Sophia Muro 
Brandon Murray 
Nicholas Murray 

Sean Murray 
Grant Naffziger 
Tenzin Namgyal 

Dakota  
Napierkowski 

Makenna Neely 
Olivia Nelson 

John Neumann 
Christian Nghiem 

Bryan Nguyen 
Dominic Nichols 
Jeffrey Niquette 
Aaron Noriega 

Annalee Norton 
Brittany Nugent 

Gracen O’Dell 
Stephen Offer 
Chris Okimoto 
Joshua Olsen 
James Orfield 

Noah  
Osten-Milbert 

Amy Osterhage 

Hayden Ouchi 
Samantha Oxford 

Bradey Parker 
Ewan Parker 
Tallana Parks 

Antonia Parrish 
Alexander  

Paulson 
Madeline Pavia 
Brevyn Peffers 
Jeremy Pellens 
Hannah Petroff 

Ilia Petrov 
Brienne Pfeifer 

Joshua  
Phady Frost

Abcdee Phillips 
Emily Picard 
Kala Pierce 

Chandler Piper 
Luke Pipkin 
Toby Pizot 

Justin Plumb 
Jonathan Podrez 

Joslyn Polete 
Sabine Postma 
James Poulson 
Anish Prasad 

Max Puzzo 
Karsyn Quade 
Samuel Quinn 
Rabia Rabbani 
Skylee Ramirez 

Sydney Randolph 
Madison Ray 
Hunter Rea 
Mary Rice 

Jordan Richards 
Brenton Riddle 
Isaac Ringering 

Caden Robinson 
Crystyn  

Rocheleau 
Arianna Rogers 

Morgan  
Roggemann 

Ethan Rose 
Grace Rouleau 
Taylor Rowland 

Alexis Royal 
Erina Rude 

Sedric Ruiter 
Jeffrey Rule 
Tayva Rusu 

McKena Ryan 
Alexis Sabatini 

Alexis Sager 
Joshua Sale 

Talia Sampson 
Dylan Samson 
Jacob Jerome  
San Nicolas 

Bayley Sanchez 
Elves Sanchez 
Aaron Sawyer 
Hannah Scheel 
Josiah Schmid 
Jona Schmidt 

Natalie Scholtes 
Liz Schwartzkopf 

Jeremy Scott 
Shaphan Serfling 

Halle Sessions 
Michael Sferle 

Sophia  
Shafiuzzaman 
Nora Shaheen 

Teague Shcroeder 
Rachel Shellman 

Cassandra  
Sherfick 

Natalie Shergill 
Genya Shimada 
Chemay Shola 

Marguerite Short 
Nicole Short 
Erin Sinclair 

Nicholas Singer 
Alec Smith 

Brennan Smith 
Meghan Smith 
Rachael Smith 

Spencer Sorensen 
Eliezza Soriano 

Adam Soubh 
Jack Spadolini 

Mackenzie Spady 
Claire Stanford 

Dareena  
Stepanyuk 
Domenick  

Stevens 
Aleah Steward 

Alec Stites 
Andrew Stock 

Sean Stockwell 
Chad Stoner 
Sam Stremel 

Michael  
Strickland 

Noah Strickler 
Keaton Sturbelle 
Drew Sturgeon 

Rabby Sung 
Ally Sutton 

Isabella Swanson 
Abigail Tackitt 

Hanna Taie 
Mason Tanguay 

Calvin Taylor 
April Teames 
Carrie Telegin 

Ryan Tellez 
Karina Thiemann 
Alyssa Tomasini 

Nataliya  
Toshchakova 

Riley Truitt 
Taylor Trupp 
Phoebus Tsai 
JT Tumanuvao 

Vanessa Tupikova 
Natalie Turnbow 

Shaelyn Unell 
Kylie Urbanek 

Tom Utas 
Raeleena Utting 
Elizabeth Vader 

Annabelle Vail 
Sara Van Kley
Joan Varsek 
Mark Vasat 

Spencer Vela 
Cole Vose 

Allan Waendelin 
Marrisa Walser 

Emma Ware 
Emily Wasson 
Philip Watson 

Gabriel Watson 
Sarah Weakley 
Daniel Webb 
Warren Weis 
Anna Weithas 

Shannon  
Wells-Moran 
Jakob White 

Dakota White 
Madeline Wight 

Xanthe  
Williams-Gonzalez 

Matney Willis 
Bryant Wilson 
Danny Wing 

Morgan Winston 
Mikaela Winston 

Lea Wortman 
Adam Wourms 
Nathan Wren 
Vincent Wu 

Elizabeth Wynn 
Ronnie Yaacoub 

Mohammad Yassin 
Magnus Yoshimura 

Madison Young 
Alex Younkin 

Christina  
Zapryagayev 

Hannah  
Zimmerman 

Trevor Zweiger 
Tyler Zwieger
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As they walk onto campus each 
morning, students say their greet-
ings in monotone and seemingly 
recorded responses: 

‘Hey, how are you?’  
‘Tired.’  
‘Yeah, me too; see-ya.’ 

With five-in-the-morning wake up 
times, students and staff alike ar-
rive to class in a zombie-like state. 
First period, starting promptly at 
7:40 in the morning, is supposed to 
be a time for learning, but all too 
often does it become a struggle to 
stay awake. Clearly, change is need-
ed. 

The Camas School District has con-
sidered delaying start times since 
2001 without producing any real 
change until this year when the Cit-
izen’s Advisory Committee began 
investigating a push-back in high 
school start times.

The Citizen’s Advisory Committee 
(CAC), an advisory committee to 
the school board made of com-
munity members, staff, and a cou-
ple students, started their study in 
October, looking into the option 
of starting school later. Camas Su-
perintendent Jeff Snell said, “There 
are a lot of factors that go into the 
decision including the impact to 
high school students, transporta-
tion adjustments that might affect 
elementary and middle schools, 
and transportation capacity if more 

TURN BACK TIME
STUDENTS FALLING ASLEEP ON THE JOB

buses and drivers are needed.”

Camas High School Principal Steve Marshall encouraged the idea but 
warned against later end times as a result. Sporting events and practices 
are of concern: “It would be unsafe for the cross country team to run in 
the dark,” Marshall noted.

The question of why, as in why are we investigating this, was of main con-
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Above: A common sight in classrooms 
across campus. Students come to 
school with fewer than eight hours 
of sleep, leaving them no choice but 
to lay their heads down and sleep 
through lessons. A later start time may 
assuage this chronic issue.
Photo by Riley Kankelberg.

cern to the committee.

Research shows teens’ brains fa-
tigue around 11 PM, highlighting 
the fact that their body is wired to 
stay up and wake up later. Studies 
have also brought attention to how 
much sleep teens get: the average 
getting only six hours a night. Push-
ing back start times past 8 AM has 
been shown to improve grades and 
boost work ethic in students.

The Evergreen School District 
made the move to a later start time, 
improving students’ sleep behavior, 
work ethic, and health - both phys-
ical and mental. According to Ever-
green’s web site, “60 percent of stu-
dents obtain at least eight hours of 
sleep per school night when start 
times shift to 8:30 AM or later.” 
District leaders hoped to eliminate 
dropouts and improve their gradu-
ation rate.

A student at HeLa High School 
in the Evergreen District says his 
grades and focus improved dra-
matically with the later start time: 
“My first period grades have gotten 
so much better. I thought it was just 
the class, but after I got more sleep, 
my grade in the class was one that I 
actually wanted.”

Student and staff voice was anoth-
er important consideration of the 
CAC while researching and com-
ing to a recommendation on start 
times. A survey given out to stu-
dents and staff showed reaffirming 
evidence that students simply are 
not sleeping enough. In fact, 88% 

of those surveyed reported sleep-
ing for less than eight hours a night 
on average. Virtually the entire 
population at Camas High School, 
teachers and staff included, are not 
receiving the age-old consensus of 
eight hours of sleep.

Half the school also reported to 
rarely, or never, feeling awake upon 
arrival and starting the school day. 
Only six per cent said they always 
feel awake. Students who complain 
about being tired are not lying as 
they yawn and doze off in class.

The CAC accumulated all of their 
research, survey information, and 
their own thoughts and opinions 
into a coherent and thought-out 
recommendation presented to the 
school board. That recommenda-
tion is to start all schools after 8 
AM, potentially flipping elementary 
and high school schedules as an 
option - putting CHS at an 8:50 AM 
start time with the downside of a 
3:30 PM release.

The advantage gained by allow-
ing students to get their full eight 
hours of sleep a night is worth the 
push. The mental health of stu-
dents is of utmost importance to 
the district and to this committee, 
thus prompting their choice.

The school board will make the 
final decision to move the start 
times. However, it seems as though 
everybody should be preparing for 
a possible 2018-19 implementa-
tion year.
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To the Class of 2017, I offer to you these final 
words: hope, leadership, and thanks.

Hope. Sincerely, to each of you, I offer hope. 
Hope that you will be happy in life. Hope that 
you will succeed, no matter the path you 
choose to take whether it be college, technical 
school, the military, or the workforce. It is my 
hope you will be of service to each other, to 
your communities, and to the world. To quote 
Gandhi: “Be the change you wish to see in the 
world.” Be the person who establishes hope 
and inspires others; be the person who leads 
others into the uncomfortable; and be the per-
son who learns from their experiences. Above 
all else, I hope you will be the person you want 
to be, that you will not change, adapt, and 
carve away at yourself for the benefit of any-
one but you. Be genuine, be honest, be you.

Leadership. Service unto others is the great-
est deed any of us may offer our communities. 
Service and leadership are the backbone of 
any community, organization, or society. Be of 
service to others, and the rest will follow. Not 
everyone can lead a Fortune 500 company or 
be the blazing politician set on changing the 
world. But everyone can be of service and lead 
in our individual communities whether that be 
through soup kitchens, coaching little league, 
joining a club, serving in local government, or 
simply volunteering your time with someone 
or for something. We can all make a difference 
in someone else’s life, and service and leader-
ship is the path we must all strive to take.

LETTER
FROM THE EDITOR

Thanks. To all those who have helped along the 
way, I thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
The incredible teachers, staff, and administra-
tors at the school and district level. You have 
been a larger part of my life - and countless 
others - than you might ever imagine, and I 
thank you for your guidance, patience, and in-
spiration. To all the friends and the friends of 
friends, I also thank you. Your humor, support, 
and friendship have continuously pushed me 
along through these past four years and I know 
it is true of others as well. To the Class of 2017: 
thank you. Thank you for being the brightest, 
most genuine, and lively group to have grad-
uated; it is an honor to walk across the stage 
with you all. Let us all remind ourselves to give 
thanks more than necessary, for we are all a 
product of the people around us who, like it or 
not, have forged our personalities and shaped 
our experiences.

I leave you with these words from Henry Ward 
Beecher:

“Hold yourself responsible for a higher standard 
than anybody expects of you. Never excuse your-

self.”

Thank you and congratulations Class of 2017 
- We made it!

Trevor Hunt 
Editor in Chief 
The Camasonian
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The Camasonian staff is a 
well-rounded group of thoughtful, 
dedicated, and energetic students 
who work to cover local stories for 
local families.

Under the leadership and direction 
of Advisor Kate Hunting, Editor in 
Chief Trevor Hunt, and Assistant 
Editor Courtney Clemmer, The Ca-
masonian staff took the previously 
printed newspaper online for the 
first time this year. In addition to 
the online publication, The Cama-
sonian produced another first: the 
Magazine Edition you are reading 
right now. 

The Camasonian extends special 
thanks to Jeff Snell, Steve Marshall, 
Ellise Anderson, Theresa Harte,   
Desirae Sehon, Beth Filion, Meghan 
Johnson,  Adam Webber, Paul Nich-
olson, Connie Gazow, Sherman Da-
vis, and Adam Green. Without the 
cooperation and support of Camas 

High School and the school district, 
our student journalism program 
would not be what it is today.

Another thank you goes to all the 
sponsors of this publication; local 
businesses make it possible for 
us to operate and produce pub-
lications like this. If your business 
would like to support The Camaso-
nian and its pursuit of student-run 
journalism, please contact us at 
camasoniannews@gmail.com.

If you are a student and would like 
to be a part of The Camasonian, 
talk with a member of our staff or 
your counselor to join.

Finally, The Camasonian would like 
to congratulate the Class of 2017 
on its great accomplishment of 
graduating high school! We hope 
you go on to do bigger and better 
things in life; we cannot wait to see 
what your future holds for you.

Kate Hunting 
Advisor

Trevor Hunt 
Editor in Chief

Courtney Clemmer 
Asst. Editor

Cassidy Andrews 
Editor

Sabine Postma 
Editor

Genevieve Crowston 
Financial Mgr.

Angie Lueb 
Advertising Mgr.

Hannah Marquis 
Public Relations Mgr.
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Photography Mgr.

Mackenzie  Wingate 
Staff Photographer

Anna Walbruch 
Staff Writer

Isabella Guirado 
Staff Writer
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Staff Writer

Lauren Bjornsgard 
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O
U
R

S
T
A
F
F

SPECIAL THANKS

File photo



/CAMASONIAN

@CAMASONIAN

@CAMASONIAN_

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

CAMASONIAN.CAMAS.WEDNET.EDU
CAMASONIANNEWS@GMAIL.COM


